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Living Through 
History
Without a doubt, we are living through 
one of the 21st century’s greatest 
historical events.

There are reminders far and wide that 
what is going on around us is significant, 
with every day bringing new challenges 
as well as stories of courage, resilience, 
inspiration and hope.

In this special issue of the Burke Road 
Bulletin we bring you a snapshot of life 
at Sacré Cœur during this momentous 
period as well as scenes from the 
beginning of the year. We celebrate our 
community; our connectedness during 
social isolation; our spirit and resilience. 
We commend Sacré Cœur students for 
eagerly embracing a new way of learning 
and our teachers for developing new 
ways of teaching.

At Sacré Cœur Archives we have been 
documenting the changes at school, 
not only the obvious official notices and 
papers. We cherish the stories, videos 
and photos of us all working or studying 
at home, of pets joining online meetings 
and the family cooking together, of 
exercising while social distancing, your 

messages of hope. These moments 
are being captured as a record of life 
at Sacré Cœur during the pandemic of 
2020. How have you recorded your family 
stories?

Years from now, you may want to share 
memories and stories of 2020 with 
children and grandchildren who won’t 
remember or weren’t here during this 
significant time.

We hope you will treasure this issue for 
future generations.

Barbara Kowalski 
Archivist

For Your 
Archives
In 2020 we began the rollout of the 
digital edition of the Burke Road 
Bulletin in our commitment to 
lessen the environmental footprint 
of Sacré Cœur. As this edition of 
the Burke Road Bulletin captures 
the living history of our community, 
we are delighted to provide each 
current school family with a printed 
edition of Burke Road Bulletin for 
your own family archives. Should 
each daughter in your family like 
their own copy, additional copies 
are available from reception.

In 2021 we will resume with the 
rollout of the digital edition. If you 
would like to receive future editions 
of the Burke Road Bulletin digitally, 
simply visit www.sac.vic.edu.au/
publications and complete the 
form, or return the accompanying 
flysheet.

   

At Sacré Cœur we believe that a commitment to academic endeavour 
and a strong sense of self leads to student excellence. Which is why 
we are pleased to offer our 2022 scholarships. There is a variety of 
scholarships available and applications close 5 February 2021. Visit 
sac.vic.edu.au/scholarships today to find out more.

General Excellence Scholarships: Year 5 and Years 7–11 
Academic Scholarships: Year 7  Music Scholarships: Years 7–10

Empowering young women =

t he Sacré Cœur way

Apply today for 2022 scholarships

Kiara Holbery, Year 6
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My aim was to create a design that 
effectively communicates the message 
of staying home in quarantine during the 
COVID-19 pandemic this year. The Design 
Brief was to create a typographic poster 
implementing a positive outlook over the 
tough lockdown we were encountering in 
Melbourne. I used the design process to 
research, generate a range of ideas, develop 
my concept and refine for final presentation. 
I was introduced to the Adobe Illustrator 
app and utilised a range of tools to illustrate 
and design my poster. Creating a design 
that tested my creativity and resilience, 
whilst also learning and expanding on new 
skills and techniques, was ultimately very 
enjoyable to produce during remote learning. 
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Our world has changed forever; the 
COVID-19 pandemic has acted as a 
somatic marker for our brains and 
is likely to change how we will make 
decisions for the rest of our lives. The 
lived experience has been so terribly 
challenging. It has been up to all of 
us, not only to cope with the stress, 
upheaval and anxiety, but to adapt. 

The reality of this COVID world and the 
consequences of the pandemic and the 
long-term changes it has wrought are 
beyond our imagination. We live in times 
where we may feel overwhelmed with 
propositions, speculation and opinions, 
where nothing feels certain. So, we must 
learn to adapt, to react confidently and 
with speed, and to be agile and flexible. 
The uncertainty looks set to continue 
for the immediate future, although early 
shoots of stability and recovery are 
emerging in our communities and city. A 
shared optimism is growing every day.

Leadership of the School has never 
been more complex than over the past 
months. The Board continues to provide 
direction, guidance, and reassurance 
while also acknowledging on many 
fronts that the path ahead isn’t certain. 
The extended lockdown in Victoria was 
particularly difficult but was also a 
fabulous example of the commitment 
of the whole State to protect lives and 
support our frontline health workers.

It is at times like these that the spirit, 
values and cultural ethos of Sacré Cœur 
come to the fore and provide us with 
a guiding light for every decision we 
make. The philosophy of St Madeline 
Sophie Barat and our belief in the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus provide us with a 
degree of certainty in our discernment 

Mother Janet Erskine Stuart’s prayer 
“Loving God, unseen Companion 
of our life, give us faith and eager 
expectancy as we begin this fresh 
stage of our journey. Take from us all 
fear of the unknown and teach us to 
wrest treasures from darkness and 
difficulties. As the days come and go, 
may we find that each one is laden 
with happy opportunities and enriching 
experiences; and when the year reaches 
its completion, may our hope be more 
than ever filled” echoes Sophie’s call to 
action, “Courage et compassion”. 

Sophie’s call colours all that we do as 
the Sacré Cœur community learns to 
live with a wicked virus. Our children, 
young women, staff, parents, alumnae, 
leaders and friends continue to “wrest 
treasures from darkness and difficulties” 
as the COVID-19 pandemic impacts 
on the lives of all. This courageous 
determination is intimately linked to the 
adaptability, resilience, good humour, 
patience and kindness that is being 
shown by so many. 

Our social media is filled with messages 
of gratitude and love. Little gestures of 
care and connection, day in and day out, 
help so many cope with the challenges 
our times are offering us. These qualities 
are evident in the cards, messages, 
smiles, emails, books, articles, cakes, 
prayers, poems, pithy videos and funny 
memes that are being shared and given 
to others. 

Creativity is bubbling to the 
fore to sustain our community. 
Transformational art competitions, an 
on-line Annual Media, Art and Design 
(MAD) Show, community assemblies 
and prayer services, cooking with Sacré 

Cœur master chefs, dance competitions, 
yoga and fitness sessions, dramatic 
monologues, inspirational music, virtual 
debating and silly theme days lighten 
the isolation felt by many as repeated 
lockdowns are endured.

So much innovation and adaptation 
was occurring as students, staff and 
families negotiated the demands of 
remote learning, on-site flexible learning, 
face-to-face learning or a selection of 
all of the modes of learning at the same 
time. We have all emerged as expert 
users of technology to interact and stay 
connected. We are also becoming wiser 
about the need for screen-free time and 
fresh air! I am immensely proud of the 
quality and consistency of the learning 
and teaching experienced by our 
wonderful, agile Sacré Cœur students. 
This is a constant in a time when so 
much is shifting and changing.

I am also proud of the care and concern 
for the wellbeing of all that I observe 
in our community; from our dedicated 
Board Directors to the precious kindness 
shown by our Prep students. I see it 
in the wellbeing meetings where staff 
collaborate so thoughtfully to support 
those in their care. This global outlook 
and awareness of the needs of others, 
so characteristic of the Children of 
the Sacred Heart, was also shown by 

the generous response to the COVID 
Hardship Appeal.

I know that the love of the Heart of 
Jesus, as lived through the Holy Spirit, 
helped ensure that our Focus Goal for 
this year was Personal Growth in an 
Atmosphere of Wise Freedom. How apt 
for a community that has been forced to 
face such challenging and demanding 
times. Through the support of our loving 
God, our unseen Companion, we are 
strengthened by the knowledge that 
as we navigate these times, we are 
enfolded in unconditional love. This 
enables us to discern, as individuals 
and as a community, how to adapt and 
respond to our here and now.

When we get to the end of this 
pandemic, we will have achieved much, 
including, I suspect, a great depth of 
wisdom. We certainly will never be the 
same, nor will our world. What that will 
look like is unknowable but I trust, as 
Janet Erskine Stuart did, that our hopes 
will be more than ever filled, just not in 
the ways we might have expected.

Cor unum.

Anna Masters 
Principal, 2018–2020

and decision-making that the external 
environment denies us.

We know that in times of crisis we need 
to lead with humanity.

For all of us, this means, at a minimum, 
slowing down, being flexible, and 
giving everyone leeway to deal with 
these new challenges. It means taking 
care of those who are less fortunate 
and exercising gratitude for our many 
blessings. It also means an opportunity 
to connect more deeply, to open our 
perspective to embrace others’ reality 
and to exercise patience, compassion, 
kindness and love.

The Board is proud of the work done by 
all Sacré Cœur staff and leadership team 
in addressing the demands of COVID-19. 
There are many unsung heroes amongst 
the staff across all levels. We recognise 
the long hours worked and the deep 
commitment offered to every student. 
We are grateful to our staff for their 
energy and resilience.

We recognise our students and are 
filled with inspiration by the attitude 
displayed by all our girls and their 
positive response to the difficulties and 
hardships of the pandemic.

We are deeply mindful of the challenges 
and stress that remote learning has 
caused for our parent cohort and are 
filled with admiration for their strength, 
patience and their loving support of their 
daughters.

We are uncertain for how long the 
pandemic will continue. We have already 
developed new ways of learning and 
adapted assessment and evaluation 
of students’ knowledge. The crisis has 

presented many opportunities for the 
whole education system to change for 
the better; we are ready to advocate 
for change and to adapt and support a 
“future-ready” model for our children.

The pandemic has called upon us all 
to take stock of what is truly important 
and to reflect more deeply on our 
world and its future. There are so many 
wonderful opportunities presented by 
this challenge and its major ‘pattern 
interruption’ of the world as we knew it.

We are confident and excited about 
the possibilities and know that there is 
much to look forward to in the midst 
of all the uncertainty. We look to our 
students to help shape that future and 
bring about the creation of a better, more 
equitable world order.

In the immediate term, we continue to 
place the well-being of our students and 
staff and their families at the forefront 
of all that we do. We hope and pray that 
everyone in our community stays safe 
and well and enjoys a happy Christmas 
and restful summer break.

As a Board we also look to the future, 
to securing the stability and capacity 
of the School to meet the many 
headwinds confronting us in this new 
world order, and to ensuring that we can 
take advantage of all the opportunities 
created and available to us in the 
coming months and years.

Joan Fitzpatrick 
Chair 
Sacré Cœur Board

In Times of Crisis 
We Need to Lead 
With Humanity

Courage 
and Kindness 
in a Time of 
Pandemic
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COVID-19 has and will continue 
to challenge all of us. Given these 
uncertain times, the disturbance of 
social distancing and the ever changing, 
new reality of living, as members of the 
Sacré Cœur community, we are invited 
to respond as one acting in hope.

Our collective response can draw 
inspiration from this year’s Sacred 
Heart Education Focus Goal of Personal 
Growth in an Atmosphere of Wise 
Freedom. The Focus Goal prayer, written 
at the start of the year, is a source of 
encouragement: 

God of Love

We ask that you be by our side as we 
venture into 2020.

Support us as we face new challenges, 
celebrate with us our achievements 
and share our joys. As we live the 2020 
Focus Goal: Personal Growth in An 
Atmosphere of Wise Freedom, inspire 
us to:

• use our gifts and talents to their fullest

• be resilient when things do not go 
to plan

• appreciate the benefits of freedom of 
choice, while taking responsibility for 
our actions.

We offer this prayer through the loving 
Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen

We also can be inspired by the story 
and words of our foundress, 
St Madeleine Sophie Barat. Sophie was 
born during the French revolution, a time 
when people were accustomed to the 
destructive burning of loyalist houses. 
Even though fire was such a normal part 
of everyday life in Joigny, the trauma of 
a burning building next door induced 
Sophie’s mother to give birth to her 
two months early.

Fire is what brought Sophie into this 
world 240 years ago. For the rest of her 
life she never ceased to play with the 
flames of fire in her heart. For instance, 
when contemporary French society told 
her that as a girl she doesn’t deserve 
an education — what did she do? She 
studied. Studied hard! 

When Sophie was 18, she dreamt of 
becoming a Carmelite nun. To do this 
she travelled 140km, for two days, 
from her little home town of Joigny all 
the way to Paris, only to find out when 
she arrived that the Order had been 
abolished. This disappointment didn’t 
dampen the flame.

No, in fact, at the age of twenty one, the 
fire was stirred, as she simply started 
her own religious Order — The Society 
of the Sacred Heart.

Sophie’s life was a journey experienced 
during a complex, volatile moment in 

history. She experienced a multitude 
of spot fires along the way — political 
interference, internal squabbling, 
financial and personnel pressures, 
numerous attempts by well-intentioned 
people to take over the Society. Yet over 
time, amid many successes and failures, 
she became a great leader and educator.

One understanding that sustained 
Sophie was her belief that it is the 
relationships we build, maintain and 
cultivate, that support us through 
moments of joy and moments of 
great challenge.

When Sophie discovered that a 
community was experiencing difficulties, 
doubts and uncertainty, a recurring 
theme in her letters and personal 
communications, was to have hope and 
remain optimistic — proclaiming the 
mantra “Courage and confidence. I can 
not repeat this call too often. We should 
make it always our support in our lives.”

Sophie calls us to carry on our journey 
with hope and optimism, nurturing 
relationships as a core concern while 
embracing a positive mindset enflamed 
with courage and confidence.

Courage and confidence!

Mark Oski 
Director of Mission

Learn ing Toget her, 
While Apart 

Sophie’s Fire — Courage 
and Confidence

Saba Sachdeva, Year 1
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Learning In Extraordinary Times

It was whilst Isaac Newton was confined 
to his home, unable to attend his 
Cambridge University classes during the 
Bubonic Plague in 1665, when he began 
the work that led to his momentous 
discoveries in science and mathematics. 
Well over three hundred years later, 
confinement again proved to be a 
catalyst for invention, as teachers and 
students discovered new ways to teach 
and learn whilst physically remote from 
one another. 

There were many firsts over the weeks 
that turned into months of remote 
learning. Amongst the many new 
activities, a Joigny community news 
platform was launched, with students 
taking on the roles of reporter, social 
commentator, food blogger, playground 
designer and art critic, just to name a 
few. Our Prep to Year 2 students took 
to their new learning platform, Seesaw, 
like ducks to water. Within only days, 
they were photographing and recording 
their learning tasks, submitting their 
work with the ‘let me do it’ attitude that 
can only be associated with curiosity, 
confidence and feeling in-charge.

I don’t think I have ever received as 
many emails as I did in Terms 2 and 
3. The increased volume came not 
so much from staff and parents, but 
from the students. Many as young 
as Years 2 and 3 were emailing ideas 
on new designs for House mascots, 

how buddies could connect and with 
messages for the newsletter. There were 
even a few who emailed just to check 
in and ask after my wellbeing. Despite 
silent school corridors, classrooms and 
playgrounds, student voice was stronger 
than ever. Similarly so was the girls’ 
sense of agency.

As many emails as I received from the 
students, I suspect Loretta Williams, 
our Joigny Student Wellbeing Leader, 
received ten-fold as they emailed to 
her submissions of artwork, recipes, 
jokes, learning challenges, stories and 
reports for Joigny News Online. Loretta’s 
vision and dedication to providing this 
social connection platform ensured 
there were opportunities for the girls 
to feel an ongoing sense of connection 
to their school community, something 
that played a key role in supporting 
wellbeing.

I firmly believe that the greatest lessons 
of the remote learning experience are 
not found in discrete subject areas, but 
in the interdisciplinary domains that 
map personal and social capabilities 
as well as critical and creative thinking 
skills. It is what formed in each of our 
students as agents of kindness, masters 
of their learning and in their value for, 
and appreciation of, others that needs 
to be noticed and celebrated. No written 
test or assessment can adequately 
measure this.

I pay tribute to our Joigny parents and 
our teachers who worked selflessly 
and tirelessly to reimagine and 
recreate how work could be done and 
learning sustained in such foreign 
circumstances. Your creativity, earnest 
endeavours, patience, toil and teamwork 
provided extraordinary support to our 
young people at a time of much need for 
them, and when much was being asked 
of you. 

To capture this moment in time, the 
name of each parent and staff member 
who contributed to the Joigny girls’ 
wellbeing and learning over the past 
six months of this year is recorded 
on these pages. Whilst the font may 
be small, the number of contributors 
and the ways you assisted are indeed 
great. I have no doubt that we shall 
look back upon 2020 as a testing time. 
Along with many others, I remain in 
awe of the responsiveness and agility 
demonstrated, and am tremendously 
thankful for health, wellbeing, 
community and the liberties we are 
blessed to enjoy in the ordinary 
and everyday.

To all who make up the Joigny 
community, thank you.

Janine Hogan 
Head of Joigny

Our Year 6 Cor Unum Leaders share 
insight into how their school day 
changed and some of the lessons 
learnt through the experience of remote 
learning. 

A Day in the Life of Remote 
Learning for Year 6

8.45am. My remote learning day begins 
each day with a morning Google Meet 
with my class when we pray and Mrs 
Aldcroft marks the roll. We then have a 
little chat as a class and Mrs Aldcroft tells 
us about the tasks on our checklist for 
the day. 

9am. We usually start with Literacy each 
morning and today is a usual day. We 
stay on the Google Meet until we finish 

our reading and writing tasks so we 
can check in about our work, and ask 
questions or get feedback on the work 
we’ve done so far.

9.40am. It’s time for a little break to just 
clear our heads for a while and take a 
break from the screen. We get up and 
stretch, get something to eat and move 
around a bit.

9.50am. We finish all our Literacy tasks 
and submit them to our teacher.

10.35am . It’s time for a morning tea 
break, a snack for some energy and time 
to get moving. Some of us do the daily 
physical challenge at this time and try 
to build up as many House points as we 
can to contribute to the House Remote 
Activity Cup.

11am. At 11am we have a Google Meet 
for Art. We do Art for 45 minutes with Mrs 
Blamey. When we finish Art we then go 
onto our Number Google Meet for Maths.

11.45am. In our Number Google Meet, 
our teacher explains the work we have to 
do and answers any question we have. 
After we finish our Number Google Meet, 
we then work independently to finish off 
the work. 

12.30pm. It’s lunch time. At home, the 
lunch menu has more options! I have 
something tasty to eat that I make 
myself. 

1.30pm. After lunch, we go back to 
work and finish off anything we didn’t 
complete from the morning. Some of the 
girls in the class have a private music 
lesson or a small group lesson which 
happen via Google Meet just like our 
whole class sessions.

2.15pm. Time for a Music lesson with our 
Music teacher, Ms O’Grady. She tells us 
what music tasks we can do for this week 
and we have a chat. When it hits 3pm we 
say bye to our Music Teacher and leave 
the call. 

3pm. We are finished for the day and 
head outside to do something active or 
stay inside to choose something fun like 
painting or drawing.

Sasha Mansfield 
Cor Unum Leader

Adrian R
Adrian S
Adriana Z & Anthony G
Adrianne & James M
Aileen G & Duncan M
Alison & Jonathon McC
Alison L
Alison T
Allis & Kon S
Amali & Rohitha F
Amanda & Joseph M
Amaryll & Anthony P
Ana & Luis C
Andrea & Peter H
Andrea C

Angela & Anthony H
Angelika & Cameron N
Anita C & Paul F
Anita D’O
Anna & David R
Anna & Michael D
Anna & Samuel G
April Y & Jason L
Arpita & Kalpesh P
Arthur L
Avanti RS & Nitin S
Bec & Marcus D
Bhavika & Ryan R
Brigit K
Calvin T

Cameron M
Candice W
Carla & Pete C
Cath & Justin C
Cathy E & Nick P
Cecilia M
Chantelle & Steve M
Chantelle G
Christelle H & Steven P
Christine & Aaron M
Cindy & Sean H
Dani & Chris K
Danielle B
Danny & Richard E
David B

Thank You

The first Google Meet for Year 1 
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Something I learnt when I was 
learning remotely, that I may 
not have learnt onsite at school

During remote learning, something 
that I noticed I developed was greater 
independence and responsibility for 
my day.

Usually, at school, our day feels directed 
by the timetable, bells and teachers 
letting us know what we need and what 
to do. We also have many others around 
us to ask questions about our work and 
learning and check in. I missed this when 
we were learning remotely, but there was 
something that I gained instead.

When learning remotely, I found that the 
screen time was much more than what 
I was used to. Each day, we had Google 
Meet lessons and submitted our work 
using Google, we checked our emails 
and Google calendars to see what was 
on for the day. As the days on screen 
turned into weeks, I started struggling 
to concentrate and keep motivated. I 
came to the conclusion that it was the 
screen time that was affecting how I 
was feeling. So, I knew I needed to make 
some changes. When school ended at 
3pm, I put down my electronics and 
did something outside, read a book, 
exercised, drew or did something crafty. 
I made a choice to stay away from 
screens and this really helped me to get 
back on track with my learning. 

I am proud that I was independent in 
working out what I needed to do to keep 
my spirits up, and that I changed my 
routine myself to be healthier, which in 
turn made me happier. I think this was 
a really valuable lesson to learn. I know 
myself better for it and feel confident 
that I can make choices that help my 
learning and my happiness.

Isobel Talbot 
Cor Unum Leader

A highlight of Remote 
Learning for me

Surprisingly, my favourite activity during 
remote learning was Music. This was 
a surprise to me as this is not how I 
usually feel about Music at school. Who 
would have thought?

Even though Music was challenging for 
me, it became one of the most enjoyable 
times of the week. Whilst we couldn’t 
quite play instruments in Music Google 
Meets, there were other things we did 
over the screen that were different and 
fun. One of my favourite activities was 
to find out interesting facts about a 
famous singer. Do you know Ava Max 
loves chocolate cake? We also worked 

creatively with the songs our chosen 
singer has produced. For example, we 
could mix two of their songs using the 
app, Garageband, or we could perform 
a song of theirs to the class. Another 
of my favourite Music activities was 
making up short songs using body 
percussion. 

Music has been a blast and I am so 
grateful to have been a part of this 
special opportunity to experience Music 
via remote learning. Not many other 
generations can say, “I did school from 
home!”

Caty Haines 
Cor Unum Leader

David W
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Jenny & John I
Jenny A
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Jessica L
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Joanne & Jamie M
John B
Judith & Adrian L
Julia L & Ming W
Justine & John P
Jyana & Daniel L
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Karman C & Binh T
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Kate & Brook L
Kate & Michael F
Kate M & Cameron F
Katherine A
Kathryn S
Katie S
Katrina & Tom B
Kelly F
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Kim & Stephen L
Kim A & Arthur O
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Kristy & Conrad F
Lee & Sharmy F

Leisel K
Lina & Phil B
Linda T & Chris H
Lisa & Daniel W
Lisa & Paul M
Lisa L & Bin Q
Liz & Paul A
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Loretta W
Louisa S
Louise B
Lyn O’B
Mandy & Adam S
Mandy & Angelo P
Maria & Kon A

Maria & Peter C
Marita H
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Mary & Michael DC
Mary M & Alan X
Mary N & Albert DS
Mary-Ann & Manesh S
Megan C & Tim S
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Mel P
Melissa & Stephen S
Melissa & Steve Z
Melissa B
Melissa M
Melissa Ti

Melissa Tu
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Michael M
Michelle L
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Nancy & Can L
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Natalie & Daniel V
Natalie & Simon T
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Yi Zhao & Daqun G

Our Learning Experiences
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these pertinent skills and attributes, 
which will certainly equip them for their 
future:

“In a completely different environment 
than usual, Notre Monde has posed 
multiple challenges this semester. 
However, by demonstrating persistence 
and resilience, I have been able to 
overcome these obstacles and engage 
fully in new and different experiences. 
This program has increased my 
capabilities as a creative thinker, 
leader and member of a team. I have 
strengthened my ability to collaborate 
with others and contributed to building 
a sense of unity in our year level during 
the remote learning period. Throughout 
the semester, I have learnt to approach 
tasks with an open mind and give my full 
effort, even though they may be outside 
my comfort zone.” Isablla Ronchi

“Notre Monde in isolation has been a 
once in a lifetime experience. Although, 

necessitating rolling restrictions, the 
opportunities for individual growth 
have been prolific. Through remote 
learning and hybrid models of learning, 
our dedicated and talented staff 
have afforded our students very real 
experiences aimed at fostering critical 
21st century skills and attributes. 
Along with the different forms of 
communication and the extensive 
opportunities for collaboration, actively 
reflected through our students’ learning 
was also much evidence of critical 
thinking, creativity and character; with 
all of this contributing to the overall 
wellbeing of our students.

I was delighted to read the mature 
and engaging reflections of our Year 
9 Notre Monde students, which the 
students wrote as part of their Semester 
1 Self-Reflection Report; what was 
quite evident was how their schooling 
experience during COVID-19 had 
facilitated the further development of 

it has been lonely and very tough at 
times, it has also taught me resilience 
and focus. A rewarding experiences was 
my community service. I wrote letters to 
my grandparents and baked cookies for 
people in our street.” Belle Hynes

Notre Monde has made me a better 
person…without Notre Monde, I admit, 
I wouldn’t be thinking about doing a 
community service and thinking about 
helping people in my street. This is an 
example of how my knowledge of other 
— separate from academic learning 
— was enhanced because of using a 
creative mind.” Roxanne Bergstrom

“I have been challenged over the past 
two terms to think creatively and outside 
the box. This style of learning has been 
particularly beneficial to me, especially 
because it is not general classroom 
learning.” Mia Lucarelli

“I learnt many skills needed in life to 
become a leader. I have become resilient 

“I am sure that you will never forget 
this period in your lives — constantly 
being described, especially in the 
media, as unprecedented, extraordinary, 
challenging, unparalleled and rivalled 
only by the1918 Spanish Influenza 
pandemic. Here, at Sacré Cœur, we 
know that due to the Spanish flu, the 
school year commenced quite late, on 
March 25 in 1919. The students had to 
gargle every day (not quite sure as to the 
nature of the liquid they may have been 
gargling, but some interesting remedies 
abounded) and use a solution of 
methylated spirits and camphor on their 
handkerchiefs. Every class, weather-
permitting, was held outdoors. All going 
out was prohibited as far as possible.

Fast forward to just over one hundred 
years and, again, we find ourselves living 
through a time which is quite surreal as 
we navigate a life clouded by yet another 
pandemic; namely, the COVID-19 
pandemic. This time will, no doubt, 
form part of the narrative of your lives; 
the experiences will shape you in both 
tangible and intangible ways, and, may 
indeed make greater sense to you at 
some point beyond this year. No matter 
what form your life narrative takes, I 
hope that it will be punctuated by a 
strong feeling of hope — a hope borne 
out of a deep sense of togetherness 
that can actually be achieved through 
isolation; a hope borne out of the many 
stories of authentic acts of kindness and 

courage and through people genuinely 
pulling together.”

This formed part of the message 
which I shared with our girls in our first 
livestreamed School Assembly on April 
14, marking the commencement of Term 
2 — a term, which we would purportedly 
be undertaking exclusively remotely. The 
second part of my message centred on 
the many and varied opportunities for 
genuine formative experiences which 
would optimise the learning experiences 
of all in our community.

And, certainly, despite living in a state 
of flux brought about the continuously 
moving COVID-19 landscape, 

Creating New Futures 
Through the Experience of 
the COVID-19 Pandemic

Isabella Ronchi, Year 9 Maya Jorgensen, Year 7

Year 12 students on their first day back, Term 4 Alana Crawford, Year 7 Sophie Ganeson, Year 12

Year 8 French Cooking Class
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Classrooms 
of Change
Teachers like to be organised and 
in control. But 2020 made teachers 
rethink and reimagine everything they 
had previously done.

Equipped with laptops, our first priority 
was to make sure that students’ 
learning was not compromised. This 
was especially true for VCE students 
where teachers were determined to 
not only keep up with the respective 
study designs but also find a way 
for students to continue to complete 
School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 
at home in line with authentication 
procedures and the VCAA guidelines.

This resulted in a much greater 
emphasis on skills rather than content, 
along with an unprecedented reliance 
on technology. There was little time 
available to make these changes and 
teachers needed to adapt to these 
changes almost immediately. Our 
success in this area was measured 
when the Year 12 students returned 
to school at the end of each lockdown 
without the pressure of having a lot of 
SACs to complete.

The Cooking Collective
When the Year 8s were not able to return to onsite learning in Term 2, we worked 
hard to find new ways for students to continue to come together and feel united as 
a Year Level during their Pastoral lessons.  With many students expressing their 
new found love of cooking during lockdown, we decided to ask students to share 
their favourite recipe to get them through lockdown. The Year 8 students were 
encouraged to enter their favourite recipes online and it was then published into a 
book.  We hope that this cookbook will remain a wonderful artefact of the unique 
experience of learning at home that took place in Term 2. 

Sharleen Stone 
Year 8 Co-ordinator

The changes to the delivery and 
assessment of VCE were quickly 
adopted by teachers and students 
from Years 7–12. Classroom delivery 
during remote learning was largely 
dependent on Google Meet that 
allowed teachers and students to 
retain face-to-face contact at the 
beginning of each lesson. This ability 
to communicate was essential for 
student wellbeing and accountability, 
with the catch-cry of “You are on 
mute!” quickly becoming part of the 
school day.

There was no option but for teachers 
to upskill in a very short time, using 
technology in each and every lesson. 
The delivery included the filming of 
content in subjects such as Science 
and Mathematics. Languages 
employed tools with audio content 
and Google slides allowed for the 
organisation of lessons for subjects 
such as English and Humanities. 
Break out rooms provided students an 
opportunity to collaborate in groups 
in subjects such as Drama. This use 
of technology also resulted in a record 
of every lesson that meant students 
could revisit lessons to clarify content. 
Despite the practical subjects such as 
Creative Arts being more difficult to 
teach from home, teachers rearranged 

curriculum and problem solved by 
sending things such as Art packages 
to students’ homes.

A highlight of these changes was 
the staff’s willingness to share and 
help each other in terms of using 
technology within the classroom. 
Staff meetings became a place to 
demonstrate what individual teachers 
and learning areas were doing.

This ability to adapt to this remote 
setting was also evident in things 
such as the subject selection process. 
Unable to meet with teachers to 
discuss subjects, films replaced 
meetings and an afternoon of Google 
Meets allowed students to ‘drop in’ on 
different subjects to ask questions.

There was hardly an event on 
the school calendar that was not 
reimagined and reinvented in 2020. 
The professional development of 
teachers in terms of using technology 
will continue to have benefits in the 
future and the classroom will remain 
forever changed by COVID-19.

Caroline Brown 
Director of Learning and Teaching

Megan Marshall 
Curriculum Leader 7–12

and positive through adapting to every 
situation and challenge and doing it 
with a smile on my face. Throughout 
these strange times, I have learnt to 
collaborate with people even when it is 
through a screen.” Ella Collison

“Due to isolation, I have been able to 
develop in my ability to think on my feet 
and create solutions for any problems 
I have endured. I have worked in many 
small groups and made new friendships. 
I have become more confident in myself 
and been able to express my opinions. 
Throughout challenges, I persevered and 
developed leadership….Notre Monde has 
made me smile and laugh even through 
the time at home.” Zoe Zavitsanos

This time has also created for our young 
women the ability to incorporate the very 
tenets of citizenship into their thinking 
and learning, as they have been invited 
to look beyond their own immediate 
experience, to develop intercultural 
understanding based on an appreciation 
of diverse values and world views. 
Opportunities have been wide ranging, 
from participation in webinars, such as 
the leadership webinar which brought 
students from Australia, New Zealand 
and Zimbabwe together to discuss the 
pandemic across different perspectives, 

to the student led Voices Against 
Racism initiative, aimed at galvanizing 
our school community around the issue 
of systemic racism. Student voice at 
Sacré Cœur is strongly underscored 
by courage and kindness, and driven 
by a compulsion to make a discernible 
difference through actively contributing 
to the creation of a just society. Through 
word and action, as captured by the 
many images and much of the writing 
in our Burke Road Bulletin, our young 
women, during these uncertain times, 
have reflected aspirations such as those 
expressed by M. Le Bas from the Asia 
Education Foundation at The University 
of Melbourne:

“When people are living in uncertain 
times, racism and prejudice [can] rear 
their ugly heads and undermine human 
potential … we are all living through a 
global crisis, but there is a real chance 
to develop empathy for our fellow 
[local] and global citizens, to learn from 
and to respect each other’s cultures 
— to resolve our differences to make a 
difference.”

So what can we take away from this 
time? The knowledge that just as the 
Spanish Influenza Pandemic ended 
after many long-drawn out months, 

this challenging time, too, will pass and 
that we will emerge having developed 
greater adaptability, agility, tenacity 
and opportunities for innovativeness. 
We shall also take away the strength 
of our Sacré Cœur community, and we 
shall absolutely move forward, urged 
on by the words of our foundress 
Madeleine Sophie Barat, who herself 
had lived through several epidemics 
and other grave diseases: “Courage and 
confidence! I cannot repeat this war-cry 
too often. We should make it our support 
in our life”.

Adelina Melia-Douvos 
Deputy Principal: Head of Senior School 
(Current: Acting Principal)

House Dance Competition
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Because the School was already using 
Google’s apps for word processing, 
spreadsheets and slides, ICT Manager 
Kate Knight says integrating Google 
Meet was relatively painless from a 
technical point of view. Then, adding in 
further productivity tools, like Google 
Calendar, streamlined processes further.

Prior to lockdown, many teachers were 
still using paper calendars.

“We support staff to develop at their 
own pace and we don’t mandate many 
things,” said Kate. “But this has provided 
a real opportunity for people to upskill.”

“And it’s been in a completely different 
mindset from ‘this is something I have 
to learn to improve my practice’. It has 
been ‘this is something I need to learn in 
order to survive.’”

Remote learning has also prompted 
Sacré Cœur to making better use of 
its Learning Management Systems. 
The universal adoption of Seesaw at 
Junior School, Joigny, has reinvigorated 
teachers and allowed them to use 
technology in more consistent ways.

Across the board, Kate says there has 
been a massive shift in staff attitudes 
towards technology, because technology 

is now what is allowing teachers to 
deliver great lessons.

For example, it became clear early on 
that some traditional, in-person teaching 
methods were not really working online. 
Teachers used to commanding a 
class’ attention were suddenly flailing. 
The classes felt flat. The girls were 
disengaging.

So, teachers young and old began 
imagining new ways to connect with 
their students. Many reached out to 
digital experts like Jade for tips on how 
to take their lessons to the next level.

“I’ve taught so many people how to edit 
video,” she said. “It’s like ’20 minutes, 
half an hour, I’ll quickly show you’ and 
then I’ve used Google Meet and screen 
sharing to train them.”

“People are editing their own 
instructional videos and things like that, 
creating interactives that they didn’t 
have to do before, because they could 
just do what they’d always done.”

As students now return to face-to-face 
learning, Jade hopes the lessons of 
lockdown won’t soon be forgotten.

“We’ve questioned everything,” she said. 
“We’ve put it on the table. Is this the best 
way to do it? Is this new way a better 
way? What do we keep? What do we 
change?”

“It could be the best of both 
worlds really.”

Tim Young 
Communications Officer

Measuring Remote Learning
Terms 2 and 3

Learning at a Distance

As the world scrambled to adjust to 
the rise of COVID-19 early this year, 
education became one of the most 
disrupted sectors of society.

Among the most challenging elements 
of our new lockdown life was the shift 
to remote learning. In the short weeks 
leading up to the start of Term 2, anxious 
teachers and staff at schools like Sacré 
Cœur had to figure out how to go 100 
per cent online.

As daunting as the project was, many 
teachers, like Digital Learning and 
Innovation Leader Jade Jackson, were 
up for the challenge.

“Disruption is great, because I think we 
went through this really good period of 
questioning everything.”

Every aspect of school life was analysed, 
from morning homeroom to sport, from 
drama to music. How can we do this 
remotely?

At the heart of Sacré Cœur’s shift online 
was a dramatic ramping up of video 
conferencing. Some teachers had barely 
an hour’s training on Google Meet before 
lockdown, but had no choice but to make 
it work and soon found themselves in 
front of a virtual classroom.

Getting ready for remote learning. Practicing a remote drama lesson

Number of 
Google Meets

8,929

Total number 
of Firefly tasks

1,660

Total number 
of Responses 
to tasks 

28,512

Total Parent 
Visits to Firefly 

16,845

Total Staff and 
Student Visits 
to Firefly 

213,548

 Google Meet. Used across all Year 
Levels, Teachers and Administration 
teams

Seesaw. Used to deliver Remote 
Learning in Prep–Year 2

Firefly. Our Learning Management 
System and Parent Portal 

Total 
Seesaw posts

17,857

Total Comments 
on Seesaw work

15,746

Total number of 
helpdesk tickets

1,866

Google Meet 
Quality Tool User 
Feedback Score 

5/5

Number of 
Participants in 
Google Meets

90,167
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The Annual Media, Art and Design (MAD) 
Show was innovated this year, the first 
ever Virtual Edition. It wasn’t the same 
buzz and vitality of the usual exhibition 
in the Florence Buckley Hall, but the 
Creative Arts team designed an equally 
spectacular and unique experience that 
honored the creative journey of our 
students.

Following a special lunch and soft 
launch of the exhibition with the 
Year 12 MAD girls in our Art studios, 
an evening Zoom event saw panelists 
broadcasting from home to guests from 
all around Australia and internationally 
to celebrate to celebrate the students’ 
talents and achievements in 2020.

Creative Arts Prefect, Lucy Gallen 
won our enduring respect for her 
compassionate and thoughtful 
leadership. Her reflection on ‘The 
Year from Student Perspectives’ also 
embraced the whole Sacré Cœur 
community:

Not only have we all been challenged 
in unthinkable ways, we have shown 
incredible resilience and persistence. 
Trying to imagine how we were going 
to complete our works at home was an 
extremely daunting thought ... many 
of us raided the art rooms before we 
headed home with as many materials 
as we could carry. It was our incredible 
art teachers who supported and guided 
us through these times of uncertainty. 
Through a screen Google Meet or in the 
art rooms, our art teachers were there.

I want to thank, on behalf of us all: 
our incredible Sacré Cœur community 
for amazing resources and an 
encouraging environment where we 
could constantly express our ideas...; 
the amazing families who we may be 
a bit sick of at the moment, but who 

MAD Show 
2020 — Virtual 
Edition

continually supported and encouraged 
us to adapt to online learning... and 
the creative VCE class of 2020. None 
of us could have possibly prepared 
for the challenges we faced, but when 
we did, one thing brought us a sense 
of comfort. We were not alone. Our 
cohort of future artists, designers, 
photographers and journalists, I know, 
will be unstoppable, due to our ability 
to adapt to unique situations and our 
incredible skills of collaboration and 
cohesion which provided support to 
each of us throughout this insane year. 
The friendships made throughout our 
journey at ‘Sac’ is something I will never 
forget — I am so indebted to you all.

Ms Adelina Melia-Douvos, Acting 
Principal expressed our joint pride in our 
students:

“Girls, we are the richer for what you 
have courageously created and what you 
have been open to sharing with us. You 
have worked with zeal, passion, valor 
and resolve during a year which, had you 
allowed it to do so, might have hindered 
your artistic pursuits... I am partial to 
the works of the Dutch Masters but I 
am absolutely taken by our Sacré Cœur 
Masters — whose works are compelling 
and evocative.”

Guest speaker, Ian Strange (Acclaimed 
New-York based Australian Artist) 
applauded the girls for the impressive 
works created during a pandemic year:

“I’ve been very lucky to have a strong 
foundation in creative practice and a 

strong creative art education. That’s 
why I’m very excited to be opening this 
exhibition. I was really impressed by 
the quality of the work and also the 
innovative way in which the exhibition 
has been shown and the way that it can 
be viewed online. In particular the fact 
that this work has been made during 
COVID-19, and during lockdown as well. 
There’s a long history of arts practice 
and creativity being able to think about 
things as they are happening, process 
things as they are happening, both 
abstractly and literally … the student 
works in this particular exhibition will be 
a fantastic record of this time.”

What role does arts education play when 
our assumptive world has been turned 
upside-down? Our students stepped up, 
as we knew they would, to illustrate the 
importance of arts studies in processing 
challenging and difficult times. I believe 
that their lived experience has shaped 
works that will become a time-capsule 
of inspiration, a creative legacy that can 
point to authentic ways of expressing 
who we are, as individuals and in 
community.

Nhariah Tran 
Creative Arts Learning Leader 

The website also features a collection of Years 7–11 
Creative Arts works and a Virtual Gallery Tour made 
by the Year 9 Digital Technologies class

The website features Year 12 MAD student works 
and folios. Indiana RIckard Smith’s illustrated book 
“Seventeen films to watch before you’re seventeen” 
won the People’s Choice Awards

Year 12 works displayed in the arts studios

Luncheon with MAD Class of 2020Gift box for Year 12 MAD girls

Website: www.MADsacrecoeur.com 
Instagram: @MADsacrecoeur 

Lucy Gallen Self Portrait



Mis-en-Scene Description — 
Extract

I will use a greenscreen and a picture of 
a forest as my backdrop to show that 
Little Red Riding Hood is in the forest. 
I will be wearing a black t-shirt, black 
jeans, brown boots, red flannel and 
black hooded cape. My hair will be in 
two plaits. My makeup will be minimal, 
just foundation, mascara and some 
eyeshadow to make my face more 
noticeable. My main costume item and 
property will be the cape. At the end of 
the scene I will take it off and hand it to 
the Baker as thanks for saving Little Red 
Riding Hood and her Granny. 
Sarah Gilmour, Year 8

Mis-en-Scene Description — 
Extract

Since the setting is in the woods, outside 
Granny’s house, I will be in my backyard, 
positioning the camera so it can see part 
of the back shed, which will symbolise 
Granny’s house and mostly the back 
garden, which will symbolise the woods. 
I will include a bunch of flowers, as a 
property and my gestures will indicate 
that my character is proud and sassy. 
I will begin out of camera and come 
into frame skipping, to demonstrate her 
bubbly and energetic personality. 
Stephanie Dimos-Foundas, Year 8

Witch’s Character Profile — 
Extract 

I live in a tower which has no doors. A 
security measure to keep out others. 
It is tall and grey with one singular 
large window and that is how I get up 
into my house. If I, the Witch, were an 
animal, I would be a Black mamba. Black 
mambas are a species of large, extremely 
venomous snakes. I would be feared by all 
and they would do as I say. I prefer gowns 
in the colour of midnight blue. It gives a 
mysterious effect and the moon blends 
in with the blue of the gown to hide me in 
the darkness.

Molly Houghton, Year 8
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Teaching Drama 
Remotely

One of the questions that we have been 
constantly asked over the two periods 
of remote learning was ‘how do you 
manage to teach a practical subject 
such as Drama online?’ Luckily this 
was a question that we had already 
brainstormed in March, and we found 
that the solutions were there if you were 
prepared to think outside the box. The 
main objectives we had were to try to 
keep Drama fun and engaging whilst 
also trying to get the students working 
creatively off their computers.

The Year 7 Drama creativity unit involved 
a variety of fun exercises to develop 
skills in aspects of creative thinking, 
such as fluency, flexibility, variation 
and association. One activity involved 
creating a dragon theatre sculpture from 
household objects — with the condition 
that all objects had to be returned to 
normal afterwards.

All of the Year 8 Drama classes began 
the Musical Theatre unit by watching 
Into the Woods. The students then 
acted, directed and designed the mise-
en-scene for their filmed monologue 
performances. They concluded their 
remote learning time by designing 
original sets and costume designs.

The Year 9 Drama class watched a 
hilarious streamed performance of One 
Man, Two Guvnors. The students really 
enjoyed working creatively on their 
acting, direction and stagecraft choices 
for their monologue performances which 
were filmed at home. The students also 
cast and blocked their mini-production 
Servant of Two Masters and concluded 
their remote learning by designing 
their character’s Commedia Dell’Arte 
costume. 

The “Page to Stage” Drama class 
embarked on a dramatised reading of 
The ThreePenny Opera. Over several 
weeks they rehearsed in breakout rooms 
on Google Meets and then recorded their 
final performance with either costume, 
set or lighting as their stagecraft 
element.

Kate Dillon 
Dramatic Arts Learning Leader

Diane Gavelis 
Drama Teacher

Evaluation of the Process of 
Performing a Play Online — 
Extract

The concept of using filming online 
enhanced the alienating effect 
throughout each of the three scenes. Not 
only are we not in a theatre watching a 
play but we are watching and performing 
the play on our computers. This makes 
the audience remember that they are 
at home doing online schooling. This 
takes the audience out of their trance 
and makes them remember what is 
going on in the world at the moment. 
It does not only alienate the situation 
for the audience, but also for the actors 
as it is very daunting and strange to 
be performing to a single computer in 
the comfort of your own home, rather 
than to many people in a theatre. This 
was Brecht’s aim and although using 
Google Meet or Zoom was a technique 
we had to use, I think he would definitely 
approve that it only added to the theme 
of alienation. 
Olivia Rodrigues, Year 9

Sarah Gilmour, Year 8

Polly Hara, Year 9

Stephanie Dimos-Foundas, Year 8

Polly Hara, Year 9

Ella Buxton, Year 8

Dragon Theatre Sculptures
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Keeping Music Alive 
in Time of Pandemic

Once upon a time, way back in February 
2020, in the magical land of Sacré 
Cœur, the beautiful heritage building 
Brynmawr was alive with the sounds of 
music. The excitement of the girls as 
they headed towards their instrumental 
lessons, came away from an exhilarating 
ensemble rehearsal, or willingly gave 
up every spare hour in preparation for 
the much-anticipated annual House 
Arts Festival was a noisy but enjoyable 
constant throughout the day.

But alas, as March arrived, so did 
the wicked Coronavirus. Suddenly, 
sadly, Brynmawr fell strangely silent. 
Bravely, and determined to continue 
their connection with music, the staff 
and students, just like all the best 
superheroes, went into action, armed 
with the latest technology which was 
to become their best friend (….most of 
the time!)

The Sacré Cœur students, with their 
usual verve, dedication and initiative, 
turned their bedrooms, studies, lounges, 
and even their gardens into music 
studios; set up their music equipment 
and technology and continued, hardly 
missing a beat, with their musical 
education. AMEB exams that had to 
be cancelled were instead submitted 
electronically and assessed by music 
staff permitting the students to progress 
to the next grade. Many ensembles still 
met up virtually weekly. Cantabile, 
Sacré Cœur’s newest vocal ensemble, 
learnt, and recorded, a stunning version 
of Over the Rainbow.

All other inevitable issues that arose, 
common in many houses throughout 

Eurovision: What’s The Fuss?’ (Full 
title: ‘Eurovision: What’s The Fuss If 
Some People Like Too Much Sauce 
On Their Pudding?’) was designed as 
a thank you gift for our sensational 
Year 7s during remote learning. 

In each and every music class, the 
Year 7 girls motivated and energised 
us through their sheer goodwill. 
After numerous theory worksheets 
had been duly submitted I thought, 
‘Enough’s enough, let’s have some 
fun’. Sadly, there was no Eurovision 
song contest held this year owing 
to the state of the world. Luckily, 
this provided us with the perfect 
opportunity to have our own 
commemoration entirely devoted 
to Eurovision.

We covered almost every learning 
domain in the book without that 

being our intent. The unit included 
diverting anecdotes about history, 
geography, languages, politics and 
encompassed a torrent of completely 
kooky music clips. We analysed 
Australia’s involvement in the 
contest, we had a section on why 
Sweden are consistently amazing, 
we celebrated in the euphoria of the 
music and generally had a lot of fun.

The entire Year 7 cohort are now 
accomplices and officially in-the-
know Eurotragics. It is also hoped 
that they are now set up for a lifetime 
love of the contest. It would be a 
complete understatement to say 
that this experience has been a 
monumental reminder to me of just 
how much I love my job. 

“Without giving anything away, I 
simply cannot wait to unveil what 

we have in store for the girls in 
Year 7 music. Sometimes too 
much is never enough.”

“My Eurovision experience was 
incredibly fun and was so interesting. 
The unit was engaging and upbeat. 
We watched some amazing 
performances and some funny ones 
too. We had brilliant conversations 
about the tunes, outfits, stage props, 
decorations and the scoring. We 
learnt that Australia, although being a 
new addition and not being European, 
have been incredibly successful and 
their performances were amazing. I 
just can’t wait to see what Eurovision 
will bring next year!” Alice Hanna

Adrian Russell 
Music Teacher

Australia during remote learning, 
were overcome with inventiveness 
and humour.

“Somet imes i t would be a 
bi t hard to concentrate on 
pract ice when my li t t le 
ki t ten came and sat on 
my lap, but I would try to 
play a concert for him”. 

Saskia Palacios-Banay, Year 9

The Music Department can’t wait until 
we can say goodbye to COVID-19 
and once again, be able to produce 
wonderful music in Brynmawr. However, 
we acknowledge that this new way of 
experiencing music has given our 
Sacré Cœur musicians, staff and 
students alike, the opportunity to 
explore and develop new methods of 
learning and teaching. 

We are looking forward to being able 
to share, in person, the rewarding and 
joyful times of making Brynmawr once 
again come alive with the sounds of 
music.

Wendy Rechenberg 
Music Teacher

Eurovision: What’s The Fuss?

Alexandra Lunardella Zertuche

Eleni Dimos-Foundas

Celine Assad

Year 9 Music Class
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A Time of 
Pandemic
Border closures. Quarantine. Arguments 
about facemasks. 2020? These may 
sound familiar today but they were also 
highly topical in 1919. 

Without doubt the arrival of COVID-19 
has had a major impact on our lives and 
on our school this year. Looking back 
over Sacré Cœur’s history, however, this 
has not been the only health crisis to 
result in the cancellation of events and 
closure of the School. 

The ‘Spanish’ flu pandemic arrived in 
Victoria in January 1919 soon after the 
end of World War I. The state was placed 
in quarantine and schools, churches, 
theatres and pubs were forced to 
close. As with 2020 the disease caused 
disruption, illness and hardship but 
courage, community spirit and acts of 
charity were also much in evidence.

Rentrée was postponed until March 25 
and Brynmawr became a convalescent 
home for nurses who treated flu 
patients. Over 80 nurses were cared for 
by RSCJ Sisters. The School’s Infirmary 
Journal for 1919 shows the measures 
taken to deal with the threat of infection 
once the School re-opened at the end of 
March. Students had to gargle every day 
and put a mixture of methylated spirits 
and camphor on their handkerchiefs. 
Classes were mostly held outdoors and 
only close relatives could visit students 
(the school at this time was a boarding 
school).

In 1937 Victoria experienced another 
health threat, with a major outbreak 
of polio that crippled hundreds of 
Australian children. Infantile paralysis, 
as it was then known, is a highly 
infectious disease that can cause total 
paralysis in a matter of hours. From 
25 July 1937 day students were not 
able to attend. The School remained 
boarding only for many weeks. Parents 
were given the option of keeping their 
daughters at home to do schoolwork by 

correspondence (no online learning or 
Zoom sessions then!) or sending them 
as boarders. One Alumna who changed 
from being a day student to a boarder 
remembers that parents were not 
allowed any personal contact with their 
daughters. Parents could leave presents 
at the front door and they were able to 
stand outside the parlour window and 
talk to their daughters who remained 
inside. Boarders also had to stay at 
school during the holidays — there was 
no going home to families.

There are certainly many parallels 
between the pandemic of 2020 and 
the earlier outbreaks of Spanish flu 
and polio, from school closures and 
quarantine to mask debates and social 
restrictions. Fortunately, we have access 
today to resources and technologies 
which have allowed us to continue 
learning online and safely maintain 
regular contact with others. As with the 
RSCJ sisters who cared for convalescent 
nurses in 1919, we can also celebrate 
many stories of courage and kindness 
from today’s Sacré Cœur community.

Barbara Kowalski 
Archivist
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We are very proud of all our alumnae 
who are working on the front line during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you to 
all our healthcare workers for the acts of 
courage and kindness shown throughout 
our community. These are just a few of 
the healthcare workers whose strength 
and conviction we admire so much 
during this pandemic. 

We would love to share more of these 
stories. Please let us know if you or a 
classmate is involved on the frontline 
playing a critical role to ‘flatten the 
curve’.

Melinda Adams  
Alumnae Relations Manager

Is there anything from 
your school days that still 
resonates with you today?

Dr Jessica Biernacki (2010) Paediatric 
doctor at Monash Casey 

I have the fondest memories looking 
back at my time at Sacré Cœur. I am 
incredibly grateful for the love of learning 
and intellectual curiosity that Sacré 
Cœur instills in its girls. Those values 
have lived on to this day and shaped 
who I am.

Dr Jennifer Wright (2010) Doctor on the 
COVID-19 Ward at a Melbourne Hospital

I always remember there being a strong 
emphasis on female empowerment. We 
never had limits placed on our goals and 
aspirations, and were encouraged to go 
and explore the world. I also really fondly 
remember the end of year carol service, 
which I hope to see again one day. 

Kate Selir (2011) Paramedic for London 
Ambulance Service

When I was at Sacré Cœur I felt a great 
sense of camaraderie particularly with 
school sports. I feel very fortunate that I 
have that same sense of camaraderie at 
work, particularly at a time like this.

Emma Battagello (2009) HART 
Paramedic (Hazardous Area Response 
Team) at London Ambulance Service

I cherish my days at Sacré Cœur and 
the close friendships I’ve kept. Despite 
living in London for the past four years, 
catching up with old friends is like no 
time at all has passed. I’m so impressed 
by the incredible women that have 
emerged from my 2009 Class of Year 
12. I’ve really come to appreciate the 
encouragement that was reinforced 
through my time at Sacré Cœur.

Emma Battagello

Dr Jennifer Wright

Dr Jessica Biernacki

Kate Selir

Headlines from The Age

The whole school in 1917

School Journal 1937

COVID-19 
Healthcare 
Heroes
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DECEMBER 2019

31 WHO Reports of a cluster 
of cases of respiratory 
illness in Wuhan, China.

JANUARY 2020

25 First confirmed case in 
Australia identified (in 
Victoria).

29 First communication about 
coronavirus sent to the 
School community.

FEBRUARY 2020

12 WHO officially names 
the new coronavirus as 
COVID-19: CO(rona)VI(rus)
D(isease)(of 20)19.

27 PM Scott Morrison 
activates Emergency 
Response Plan.

MARCH 2020

01 Australia records its 
first death.

04 Supermarkets impose 
purchase restrictions 
because of panic buying — 
limit of 4 packs of 
toilet paper.

10 Staff and students begin 
training for remote 
learning and teaching.

Timeline of a Pandemic
Our calendars have been full of cancelled 
events with plans changed or put on 
hold: birthdays have been celebrated 
online, holidays thrown into disarray and 
weddings postponed. So many milestones 
have been set and broken as COVID 
tore through our communities. We have 
embraced a whole new vocabulary — iso 
birthdays, flattening the curve, social 
distancing, new normal, WFH.

This timeline captures key events in 
Victoria, Australia and around the world as 
well as at Sacré Cœur. It brings home to 
us what an extraordinary year it has been 
for all of us as the world has coped with 
the pandemic. 

History is full of timelines. But history is 
far more than that – there are so many 
emotions and back stories that lie behind 

the dates and lists of key events. We each 
have our own memories and experiences 
of living through these key events and 
our personal stories of heartache, hope, 
resilience and joy.

11 WHO declares COVID-19 
a global pandemic.

14 School cancels the first of 
its events.

16 State of Emergency 
declared for Victoria. 
People arriving in Australia 
from overseas must self-
isolate for 14 days.

18 Australian Government 
bans indoor gatherings of 
more than 100 people. 
School announces shift 
to remote learning from 
Monday 23 March.

19 Ruby Princess returns to 
Sydney. It represented 
696 cases and 20 deaths.

20 Australian Government 
imposes strict social 
distancing of 4m2 
per person.

23 Australia starts to lock 
down — bars, clubs, 
cinemas, places of 
worship, casinos and gyms 
are closed; Restaurants 
and cafes to offer 
takeaway only; schools 
start to close.

24 SA, Qld, WA, NT borders 
closed to non-essential 
travellers. Tas border 
closed 19 March.

28 14-day compulsory 
quarantine in port of 
arrival for travellers from 
overseas.

29 Public gatherings reduced 
to a maximum of two 
people. 
Australian Government 
urges Australians to stay 
at home other than for 
food shopping, medical 
or care needs, exercise 
or work/education that 
cannot be done at home.

30 JobKeeper payment 
scheme announced.

APRIL 2020

10–13 During Easter, places 
of worship must remain 
closed to the public. 

14 Term 2 starts for 
students as a term of 
remote learning.

27 New learning platform 
introduced for Prep to 
Year 2.

MAY 2020

21 Premier announces revised 
VCE exam dates; exams 
now start 9 November 
(11 days later than 
originally planned).

26 School resumes Prep to 
Year 2, Year 11–12.

JUNE 2020

01 Further easing of 
restrictions in Victoria — 
up to 20 people in homes 
and opening of tourist 
accommodation.

09 Years 3–10 return to 
onsite learning at school.

11 AFL footy resumes. 
First match played 
since 22 March.

22 Victoria reinstates 
restriction of 5 guests 
per household after 
spike in cases.

29 Hot spot suburbs in 
Melbourne’s north and 
north-west returned to 
lockdown. All international 
flights into the city put 
on hold.

JULY 2020

02 “Judicial Inquiry into 
Hotel Quarantine 
Program” announced after 
community cases linked to 
hotel quarantine program.

04 Full lockdown announced 
for 9 Melbourne public 
housing towers after a 
surge in case numbers.

09 Victoria-NSW border 
closed for the first time in 
a century. 

Lockdown 2.0 — 
Melbourne and Mitchell 
Shire enters stage-3 
restrictions.

14 VCE students return, other 
years remote learning.

23 Face coverings made 
mandatory in Melbourne 
and Mitchell Shire.

AUGUST 2020

01 Panic buying again in 
supermarkets, limits 
re-introduced.

02 State of Disaster declared 
in Victoria. Melbourne 
moves to stage 4 
restrictions (return to 
remote learning, 5 km 
limit, no work without 
permit, no visitors, 
facemasks compulsory 
outside home, 8pm 
curfew).

SEPTEMBER 2020

13 Stage 4 restrictions 
extended for 2 weeks but 
with some slight easing.

28 Stage 4 lockdown 
to continue but with 
further slight easing of 
restrictions. Curfew to end.

OCTOBER 2020

12 VCE and Joigny students 
return on site.

19 Further easing of 
restrictions – travel limit 
extended from 5 to 25 km 
from home; hairdressers 
open.

24 AFL final in Brisbane, first 
time outside Melbourne. 
Richmond wins over 
Geelong.

28 Melbourne moves from 
“stay home” to “stay safe”, 
emerges from lockdown 
with retail and hospitality 
reopening.

NOVEMBER 2020

09 Removal of 25 km travel 
limit and the “ring of steel” 
separating Melbourne from 
regional Victoria.

17 Victoria records its 18th 
consecutive day of zero 
cases and zero deaths.

22 NSW and Victorian border 
reopens.

24 Victoria records its 25th 
consecutive day of zero 
cases and zero deaths.

       Updated as at 24 November 2020
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Living our 
Values of 
Kindness and 
Community

COVID-19 Bursary 
Fund Appeal

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
families continue to face changing and 
uncertain circumstances. The full extent 
of the financial impacts imposed by the 
COVID-19 outbreak may not be known 
for years. Some Sacré Cœur families 
have been severely impacted and are 
facing difficult financial decisions.

The Sacré Cœur Foundation launched 
the COVID-19 Bursary Fund Appeal 
under the Scholarship Fund to assist 
the School in providing financial support 
to these families and those that may 
be considering sending their daughter 
to our wonderful School. The appeal 
embodies the same courageous spirit 
of our foundress St Madeleine Sophie 
Barat, who challenged us to be our best 
version of ourselves and to be focused 
on others.

This appeal is ongoing and tax 
deductible donations may still be made.

We want to thank so many of you during 
these tough times. We acknowledge 
with grateful thanks the support of the 
Alumnae Association. The courage 
and kindness of our School community 
remains strong. Thank you to those of 

you who have contributed to support our 
families. We acknowledge your support 
on pages 52–53. 

Our community responded with 
generosity and kindness to the plight 
of families in financial difficulty and 
this has assisted the School to extend 
a helping hand allowing students to 
remain at Sacré Cœur and providing 
others with the chance to join our 
community. 

In the spirit of our motto Cor Unum, we 
are one heart, together and apart.

Our families assisted by the appeal 
expressed their gratitude:

Many t hanks to you and t he 
school for your flexibili ty 
and help during t hese 
unprecedented t imes. We 
are proud to be sending our 
girls to Sacré Cœur.
Thank you for your support and 
understanding during these very difficult 
times, it is greatly appreciated.

Number of Donations

178
Current Parents, Future Parents, 
Past Parents, Alumnae, Volunteers and 
Supporters of the School

Youngest alumna donor

27 years

Oldest alumna donor

95 years
Increase in number 
of donors compared 
to last year

306%

Number of Victorians 
who will lose jobs due to 
COVID-19

325,000
Number of Victorians 
currently on JobKeeper

1.04 million
As at 16 November 2020. 
Source https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-10/melbourne-victoria-economy-jobs-hit-from-coronavirus-modelled/12648320

Amount raised: $103,873

Toget her as
a Communi ty

Year 7 Camp

At a Glance
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undertake these activities which are 
introduced from the earliest years. 
Students are required to speak publicly, 
to engage in collaborative teamwork, 
to connect with and care for others 
across year levels through Buddy and 
Big Sister programs, and to participate 
in personal-stretch experiences during 
camp programs.

Elective programs provide opportunities 
for students to seek out involvement in 
enrichment activities that enhance their 
personal and social capabilities. 
By providing elective programs, we 
aim to develop in students a sense 
of agency; their capacity to make 
choices to determine a pathway. This 
agency and sense of self-efficacy is 
a fundamental aspect of learning and 
living to full extent. 

Selective programs are introduced 
to provide opportunity for students 
to become familiar with, and develop 
skills in, application processes such as 
letter writing and interviews. By making 
application to these programs, students 
grow in understanding of self. They 
consider the skills they possess and 
those they wish to develop by taking 
part in a program.

It is a delight to witness the students 
develop their skills and confidence 
to an extent that sees them take the 
calculated risk of applying to selective 
leadership opportunities as the years 
progress. Whatever the outcome of 
their application, they are better-placed 
for having opted to engage in the 
possibility, building skills in meeting the 
requirements of application processes 
and developing further their tenacity, 
and a deep sense of pride in their 
courage and efforts. 

It is by strategic planning and 
programming, as well as through the 
model of who we are to others that, 
from the earliest years, we work to grow 
our students to be people of positive 
influence who shape the world.

Joigny Student Leadership 
Development Programs

Compulsory Programs

Programs linked to curriculum and year 
level activities (Prep to Year 6 unless 
otherwise indicated):

• Wellness program

• House Carnivals (Cross Country, 
Athletics, Skipping and Aerobics)

• Public Speaking (English and 
Inquiry curriculum)

• Public Performance (Music Concerts, 
Joigny Musical, Assemblies)

• Classroom responsibilities (lunch 
orders, book returns, leading class 
prayer, etc.)

• Camp program (Years 3–6)

• House Swimming Carnival (Years 3–6)

• Buddy program (Prep and Year 5)

• Joigny Leadership program (Year 6)

• Debating (Year 6)

• Open Day Tour Guides (Year 6)

Elective Programs 

Programs to which students may 
self-select: 

• House individual and team events 
(Years 3–6)

• Garden Gang (Prep–Year 6)

• Social Justice initiatives (Prep–Year 6)

• Lego Club (Prep–Year 6)

• French Club (Prep–Year 6)

• Music Ensembles (Years 1–6)

• House Sport squads and programs 
(Years 3–6)

• Altar servers (Years 5 and 6)

• Robotics (Years 5 and 6)

Selective Programs 

Programs to which students may apply 
and may be selected:

• Mentor to new students (Prep–Year 6)

• Student Representative Council 
(Prep–Year 6)

• Green Team Leaders (Prep–Year 5)

• External competitions (Writing, 
Mathematics, Science Talent Search, 
Years 3–6)

• Tournament of Minds (Years 5 and 6)

• Sustainability Leaders (Year 5)

• Ignatian Leadership Conference 
(Year 6)

• Interschool debating (Year 6)

• Senior School Music Camp 
(Years 6–12)

Janine Hogan 
Head of Joigny

One of the unique aspects of a 
Joigny education is the access that 
each primary-aged student has to 
the sequential development of her 
leadership skills. From Prep, leadership 
experiences are designed and 
incorporated into class and 
Co-curricular programs, culminating in 
each Year 6 student holding a leadership 
portfolio as part of her final year of 
primary school. 

Leadership skills are fundamentally 
personal and social competencies that 
position one well to master self and 
develop highly effective relationships 
with others. We believe that no matter 
one’s platform, age or circumstance, nor 
who is in one’s midst, each of us leads 
from where we stand.

Our School’s Student Leadership policy 
recognises that all students have the 
potential to develop leadership skills 
over time. Some people naturally 
demonstrate leadership traits, and 
leadership can also be learned and 
refined through: witness of good 
leadership, mentorship, embedding 
leadership skills in the curriculum, 
giving students access to leadership 
experiences and providing explicit 
feedback focused on leadership skills. 

Positive self-perception and self-
esteem are central to the development 
of personal and social competency and, 
in turn, leadership skills. This strong 
sense of self begins to form from the 
earliest years as students explore their 
world, try new things and, through effort, 
achieve mastery. The early years focus 
upon experiences that seek to develop a 
deep sense of competence and self-
efficacy in each one of our Prep to Year 4 
students. The girls are involved in class 
Wellness lessons focussed upon self 

and others, they carry out classroom 
responsibilities, every student engages 
in public speaking and we celebrate 
the girls’ learning and achievements at 
fortnightly assemblies.

At Year 5, the Buddy program provides 
an ideal platform from which the 
students can demonstrate and refine 
their personal and social capabilities 
as they develop supportive and 
caring connection with the Preps. 
The relationship can be likened to 
a ‘school big sister’ and, apart from 
perpetuating our culture of kindness, the 
program enables the Year 5 students to 
experience the power of their positive 
influence. This learning is particularly 
relevant as they being to imagine 
themselves as Joigny leaders in the 
coming year.

The Year 6 Leadership program is 
a feature of the girls’ final year of 
primary school. The program affords 
each student the opportunity to lead a 
specific and authentic aspect of Joigny 
school life. Each student is assigned 
to a leadership committee with a 

teacher mentor who works with and 
supports the students in developing 
their leadership skills and living out their 
roles. The Year 6 Leadership Committee 
Portfolios include: House, SRC, The Arts, 
Cor Unum (publications), Sacred Heart 
(social justice), Liturgy, Public Speaking, 
Language and Literature, Sustainability 
and Communications. By having a 
teacher mentor, students are able to 
discuss their personal experiences of 
leadership, reflecting and reviewing the 
challenges they encounter, developing 
actions to refine their leadership skills 
and attitudes.

One of the many benefits of a Prep to 
Year 12 school is the continuum of 
learning that can be developed. From 
the earliest days of Prep through to Year 
12, Sacré Cœur’s Student Leadership 
program incorporates compulsory, 
elective and selective activities that 
advance in sophistication and demand 
as the years progress. 

Compulsory programs include activities 
that are associated with core curriculum 
and wellbeing programs. All students 

Developing the Leadership 
Potential in our Youngest 

Mollie Dollman, Year 6

Elsa John-Claus, Year 6
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Mere months away from completion, 
our new Science, Technology, Arts and 
Resource Centre is set to usher in a new 
era of interdisciplinary learning at 
Sacré Cœur.

Built over four levels, the new facility 
will not only boast state-of-the-art 
classrooms, labs and breakout areas, 
but will connect to the Heritage and 
Janet Erskine Stuart buildings at 
every floor. 

Architect Paul Hede says this will allow 
students to move more organically 
through the buildings without having 
to exit and enter at ground level.

“Previously you had a massive 
population of students going up and 
down vertically into what was small, 
unconnected spaces on each floor in the 
old building,” he said.

“So what we’re building brings science, 
mathematics, all of those things 
together, but it does so by connecting 
two virtually isolated facilities.”

“They’re now connected in one, to 
match almost its philosophy, as well 
because the new building has to do the 
same things physically as it has to do 
educationally.”

Acting Deputy Principal Caroline 
Brown says the education philosophy 
underpinning the building’s physical 
design is all about breaking down 
barriers between old and new ways 
of teaching.

“In the past, in secondary schools, it’s 
often been Maths in one space and then 

New STEAM Building to 
Become the Beating Heart 
of Sacré Cœur

History and English and all separate 
subjects,” she said. “We have a new role 
starting next year, an Interdisciplinary 
Leader, who will be looking at curriculum 
and how we can mesh our subjects 
together more.”

When the building opens in Term 2, it 
won’t be uncommon to see students 
moving seamlessly between the Library, 
Creative Arts spaces and Science Labs, 
or from the Virtual Reality Studio to 
indoor and outdoor breakout areas. 

“And then you’re getting a sense that 
education is free of the classroom,” 
said Mr Hede. “It can be around the 
classroom rather than being just locked 
into it.”

Designers at Hede Architects included 
thoughtful innovations at every turn. 
Solar panels will help power LED lights 
on motion sensors throughout. Toilets 
will flush captured rainwater and 
temperature controllers will redirect 
cooler or hotter air from one part of the 
building to another, as needed.

“The best energy use is not to turn on 
a mechanical plant,” said Mr Hede, 
“and if you can run the spaces without 
air conditioning on at all because 
everybody’s very comfortable with 
natural ventilation then you really have 
reduced the energy load of the building.”

North wall screening will protect against 
the harsh sun, while the concrete 
structure’s large thermal mass means it 
will naturally stay cooler in summer and 
warmer in winter. A rooftop garden will 
double as an outdoor classroom where 
appropriate, and a large lift will allow 

STEAM Learning Facility South Aspect

Joigny Library Sports Court

Senior Library Level 1 South View Outdoor Terrace

Science Laboratory

entire classes to move up and down the 
building without separating. The spaces 
will be open and flowing, prioritising 
windows over walls. 

“And so as you walk past, you’re 
seeing learning happen,” said Mr Hede. 
“Students and teachers will actually be 
interacting all the time, which is the real 
educational focus of this building.”

“It’s going to encourage collaboration 
between students doing different things 
like Science and Maths.”

The Junior School has been integrated 
into the design as well, with ground floor 
spaces like a leafy courtyard, two new 
expertly designed playgrounds, a library 
with STEAM-related play and simplified 
pickup/dropoff access for parents and 
carers. 

Looking ahead to 2021, Ms Brown 
believes the students will love what the 
STEAM building has to offer.

“I think it’s going to be really exciting for 
the girls to come in next year and know 
that, not long after, we’ll be moving into 
that building.”

“I think having those spaces will really 
inspire the girls.”

Tim Young 
Communications Officer
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Social Awareness in Action —  
Our Journey to Sophie’s Farm

Sophie’s Farm, our sister community 
in the Philippines, each year welcomes 
a group of our graduating students. 
Our young women are offered the 
opportunity to live at Sophie’s Farm 
and work closely with the RSCJ and 
volunteers engaging in activities that 
support that local community.

Nine immersion graduates of the Class 
of 2019 visited Sophie’s Farm for two 
weeks during during the Summer 
holidays. One of the major tasks for 
the December group was purchasing, 
collating, packing and distributing over 

The immersion allowed me to make a 
real connection with the Filipino people, 
it broadened my awareness of a culture 
that I knew little about. Through this 
experience, I realised that there are 
many ways of communicating than just 
through language. When motivated one 
can find a way to engage with people in 
a deep, human way.

Kiara Bayros

Ever since our first year at Sacré Cœur 
we’d been involved in raising money and 
awareness for Sophie’s Farm through 
initiatives like Sacred Heart Day and 
the Shoes for Samar project, however 
travelling to see first-hand the impact of 
our community truly put into perspective 
the efficacy and necessity of our 
continued partnership. 

Being able to work alongside members 
of the community to assist in clean-
up efforts and aid following a recent 
typhoon was an incredibly powerful 
and emotional experience. Moreover, 

120 “Backpacks for Samar” donated 
so generously by the Sacré Cœur 
community. The students experienced, 
first hand, the immense gratitude of the 
recipients and gained an appreciation of 
significance of what the donated items 
meant to the recipients’ lives. The main 
focus of the February group’s immersion 
was to engage with local students in 
celebrating a Christ Awareness Week.

December 2019 Trip

Sophie Harrison 
Rebecca Hegan 
Catherine Hynes 
Isabella Kourdoulos

February 2020 Trip

Kiara Bayros 
Ella Gray 
Emily Palmer 
Rhea Shami 
Mary Wallace
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meeting face to face with the real, 
wonderful compassionate people at 
Sophie Farm’s allowed me to appreciate 
the internationality of our Sacred Heart 
community in a new way. 

I will be forever grateful for the 
opportunity to form such wonderful 
bonds with friends across the world, and 
to contribute to such an extraordinarily 
joyous, tenacious and nurturing 
community.

Catherine Hynes

Visiting Sophie’s Farm has given me a 
deep sense of gratitude for the privileges 
and opportunities I have been given as 
a Sacré Cœur student. Directly helping 
local residents and bonding with fellow 
volunteers reinforced the importance 
of community and appreciating 
relationships with friends and family.

Sophie Harrison

My two weeks spent at Sophie’s Farm 
really helped me to understand how 

far the Sacred Heart community spirit 
can reach, as I found that many of the 
people we met reflected the values I 
experienced daily at Sacré Cœur. The 
highlight of the immersion was the 
strength and depth of the personal 
connections I made. Even though most 
had limited physical resources, everyone 
was extremely generous with their time 
and kindness of heart. My immersion 
experience helped me broaden my 
perspective of the world and appreciate 
who and what I have around me.

Rhea Shami
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more serene and calmer location for the 
five day mountain trek. The venue of 
the community service project was the 
Demazong Academy in Ravangla in the 
Indian State of Sikkim in the Himalayas. 
Team members immersed themselves in 
the welcoming community and assisted 
in the construction of a new classroom 
that was funded, in part, by the team’s 
fundraising activities prior to the trip.

The expedition was an outstanding 
success with many memorable 
experiences of the team members 
interacting with the people and lifestyle 
of India and the bonds they formed with 
each other.

A Journey of 
Discovery
In December 2019, 29 Year 10 and 11 
students and four staff ventured on a 17 
day expedition to India. The expedition 
involved three components: cultural 
immersion, trek and community service 
and engagement.

As a part of the cultural immersion 
experience the two teams explored the 
east coast of India visiting the hustle 
and bustle of two major cities of Kolkata 
and Darjeeling. The Ridge path in the 
Singalila National Park in the north 
eastern Indian Himalayas provided a 

many things. I gained not only a greater 
understanding and appreciation of my 
privilege but also ways in which I am able 
to make the most of it to help others. I was 
able to witness the beautiful Indian culture 
while learning a tremendous amount about 
myself and those around me, becoming 
more independent and confident along 
the way. 

The community service project at the school 
was one of my favourite aspects of the 
trip. Helping contribute to the construction 
of a kitchen and forming indescribable 
close bonds with students was extremely 
rewarding and will stay with me forever. 
They are the happiest and most grateful 
people I have ever had the privilege of 
meeting and yet the most underprivileged, 
inspiring and reminding me each day to 
show gratitude and see the good in things 
because if they can, I can too. 

Maddy Denver

Going to India was one of the best decisions 
that I have made. I was so fortunate to be 
given that opportunity, especially at such 
an early stage in life, and I learnt that I was 
capable of much more than I thought. This 
was evidenced by the trek — which was both 
challenging both mentally and physically, 
but worth every second.

Abigail Chua

From the hectic and vibrant Kolkata to 
the tranquility and spectacular scenery 
of the high mountain town of Darjeeling, 
the expedition allowed us to experience 
India’s diversity. Throughout the trip 
we enjoyed various regional cuisines, 
viewed famous landmarks and visited 
many colourful temples. With a Lonely 
Planet in hand and our budget in 
mind, selecting our accomodation and 
restaurant each night certainly added to 
the excitement of the trip.

Isabelle Collins

Alongside being one of the most 
amazing and enriching experiences, 
the India expedition was extremely 
eye opening, changing my outlook on 
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Community Connections

The 2020 school year began in its usual 
busy and exciting way for us at Sacré 
Cœur. Our community groups — the 
Parents’ Association, the Alumnae 
Association, Friends of Music, the Netball 
Club and the Sacré Cœur Foundation — 
were full of plans for a productive year. 
The Community Council met, bringing 
everyone together, as we shared our 
hopes and dreams for a fulfilling year 
with many varied events culminating in 
the French Village Fair in October.

Joigny families came together for the 
annual Joigny Picnic on 21 February, 
postponed from the previous week due 
to inclement weather. It was a fun and 
well attended evening with the children 
being able to utilise the oval for play 
given that the rear playground was 
inaccessible due to our building works.

Just eight days later, around 250 parents 
and staff from across the entire school 
gathered in a beautifully transformed 
Florence Buckley Hall and courtyard, 
newly carpeted with artificial turf, on 
a balmy February evening to officially 
welcome the new school year. The 
Parents’ Association Co-Presidents, 
Maria Claydon and Effie Vlahos and 
their hardworking team had created 
a fairyland of lights and umbrellas 

beneath which we all enjoyed delicious 
food, drinks, music, chatter and laughter 
late into the night at our second annual 
Cocktail Party.

In mid-March, the annual Sacré Cœur 
Golf Day was set to proceed with a 
strong field. Our own maintenance 
staff team were ready to defend their 
title and several alumnae teams 
were vying for the beautiful Alumnae 
Cup. Unfortunately, due to the onset 
of COVID-19 concerns it had to be 
cancelled just a couple of days out. 
I would like to thank our generous 
sponsors and players who have all 
remained onboard for next year when 
hopefully the event will go ahead on 
15 March 2021.

Please book online for 2021:  
www.trybooking.com/20349

Many hours of planning and work had 
already happened before our lives 
were inexorably changed by the arrival 
of COVID-19 and the cancellation of 
many events.

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
all those people who worked so hard 
to plan and organise events which 
sadly could not proceed including the 
St Kevin’s Sacré Cœur Tennis Day, the 

Mother’s Day Mass and Breakfast, the 
Mother’s Luncheon, the French Village 
Fair and various year level events.

Despite all the challenges we have 
supported one another with generosity 
and understanding in many ways. 
Through our social media we have 
shared fun things, achievements and 
many of the interesting activities the 
girls have been involved in. We have 
sought to maintain our friendships and 
links checking in with each other. The 
Alumnae Association embarked on 
a plan to write to the older Alumnae, 
many of whom live alone or are in aged 
care. Many people contributed to our 
COVID-19 Bursary Fund Appeal to help 
those families in financial difficulty.

As a community we have continued to 
be guided by our spirit of courage and 
kindness in the face of adversity.

Marisa Reid 
Chair 
Community Council
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Crowley Constructions
Eastern Bridge Lawyers

Thank You to our Sponsors



Alumnae

We are delighted to present our new 
logo, designed by Anna Cahill, the School 
Publications and Communications 
Officer. 

The new logo arose from wanting to 
recognise our Centenary, in 2017, and 
to include this on our logo. We love 
the traditional navy-blue background, 
reminiscent of the navy winter uniforms 
worn until the mid-1950s. Those navy 
serge winter dresses would fail every 
fashion-test if compared with the stylish 
uniforms worn today! We are looking 
forward to using our logo on Alumnae 
Association merchandise, in the future.

We made contact with older alumnae 
during this COVID-19 pandemic whom 
we thought may be feeling isolated and 
anxious and, in turn, received warm 
and reassuring responses. We continue 
to offer our thoughts and prayers that 
you all will receive courage by kindness 
throughout these uncertain times. We 
continue to keep our global alumnae 
community, living in countries ravaged by 
the pandemic, in our hearts and minds.

Our gratitude to the Principal, School 
Board of Directors, Foundation, staff and 
the School Community who continue 
to managing this crisis with much 
compassion, grace, dignity and creativity. 
Our sincere thanks.

The Committee has made history, by 
conducting our meetings on Zoom! It’s 
not ideal but certainly means that we can 
ensure that the Association continues to 
fulfill its mandate, albeit, with restrictions.

The Annual General Meeting, Mass and 
High Tea, scheduled for 17 May and 
conducted via Zoom on October 28th. 
Marianne and I agreed to continue as 
Co-Presidents until the 2021 AGM. The 

Committee elected a new Secretary 
and Treasurer which took effect, May 
2020. Krystal Saloum, Class of 2018, 
was elected Secretary and Jane Murfett, 
Treasurer. We are thrilled that Krystal 
has taken on the secretarial role, at this 
challenging time. We welcomed the 2020 
Class to the Alumnae Association, via 
Zoom and look forward to meeting them 
all, in person in early 2021.

All 2020 Class Reunions were postponed 
but we assure you that your decade 
catch-up with class-mates will happen, 
hopefully in 2021.

Sacconnect continues to increase in 
membership and contact between all 
alumnae. Our thanks to Melinda Adams 
for on-going work and commitment to 
our social networking site and to the 
School staff who are assisting Melinda 
in ensuring sacconnect achieves its 
full potential: Penny Richards Fowler, 
Advancement Manager and Anna Cahill, 
Publications and Communications 
Officer.

We acknowledge the dedication and 
commitment of Committee members 
who resigned this year: Charlotte Crowley, 
Nicola Duggan, Sophie Jackman, Helen 
McCormack, Charlotte Stoltz and Sarah 
Coyle-Rudd. They will be formally 
acknowledged and thanked at our 2021 
AGM.

In Cor Unum

Kerry Bergin and Marianne Cassin  
Co-Presidents — Alumnae Association

2020–2021 Alumnae 
Association Committee

Co-Presidents: 

Kerry Bergin (1960)

Marianne Cassin (1977)

Secretary: 

Krystal Salloum (2018)

Treasurer: 

Jane Murfett (1977)

Assistant Treasurer: 

Simone Eason (1989)

General committee members: 

Gabrielle Garlepp (1980)

Genevieve Grabau (1976)

Lizzie Joyce (1984)

Virginia Kennedy (Staff 1972–2011)

Celeste Medcalfe (1987)

Steph Quinn (1985)

Marisa Reid (1983)

Class of 2019 
Afternoon Tea
On Thursday 20 February it was with great delight that we 
welcomed back the Class of 2019, our newest Alumnae, 
to congratulate them on their results and wish them 
well on the next stage of their journey.
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Join sacconnect today
Stay connected with our new online platform for Sacré Cœur Alumnae called 
sacconnect. Connect with fellow past students, network with others in your 
profession, mentor and share job opportunities. Sign up is easy using your 
Linkedin or Facebook profile or your email address.

Signup today at sacconnect.com.au
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We 
Remember
We remember the members of our Sacré 
Cœur community who have recently 
died. Please refer to the recent edition of 
Esprit de Cœur for deaths of friends of 
the Sacré Cœur Community.

RSCJ

Sr Margot Crowther RSCJ on 3 March 2020

Sister Margot Crowther was gathered to 
God on 3 March 2020 aged 94 years.

Sister Margot was a loved and 
respected member of the Society of 
the Sacred Heart. In Sister Margot’s 
earlier life, she worked and taught in 
many places including Queensland 
and Bougainville. She was a nun to be 
admired and worked tirelessly for the 
good of others. For nineteen years she 
worked in Uganda and Kenya. This 
assisted her with the next stage of her 
life, when Sister Margot worked for ASRC 
(Asylum Seekers Resource Centre) and 
helped with people seeking asylum. She 
enjoyed her contact with the people from 
Pakistan, Iran, Iraq, Ethiopia and India. 
How lucky were these asylum seekers to 
have such a kind and caring person to 
give them love. 

Sister Margot was happy when assisting 
those less fortunate. She commented 
once “to just be able to give someone 
soap, washing detergent, or milk for the 
kids and know I am making a little bit of 
difference to these people’s lives.” Sister 
Margot vowed she would volunteer at 
the ASRC until the day she died. 

When Sister Margot retired she lived 
at Barat Community House for some 
years. Sacré Cœur remembers Sister 
Margot with love and affection for her 
many years of undivided attention 
to everything and everyone she was 
involved in. 

Rest in Peace 
Helen McCormack (Davey 1963)

Alumnae

Brenda Moore (1945) On 25 July 2020. 
Principal of Sacré Cœur from 1981–84 
Sister of Marie Schneider (Moore 1932) 
dec, Pat Boland (Moore 1936) dec. and 
Joan Strachan (Moore 1940) dec. 
Aunt of Kristin Schneider (1959), Helen 
Moore (1961), Marian Jowitt (Schneider 
1966) dec, Teresa Packwood (Moore 
1969), Brenda Boland (1972), Bernadette 
Connellan (Moore 1971), Madeleine 
Lazzaro (Boland 1968) and Anna Moore 
(1974). Great Aunt of Lucy Packwood 
(2004) and Charlotte Joslin (2006).

An alumna of Sacré Cœur, Brenda Moore 
later taught Music and Mathematics 
at Sacré Cœur, then returned as 
Principal from 1981 to 1984. In this 
period, she guided the School through 
major changes in its government and 
organisation as the School Council 
assumed greater responsibility.

Many of the recommendations for 
change were implemented during her 
term and a building program was to 
enable future improvements.

Brenda was known for her generosity, 
wry sense of humour, co-operative 
leadership style, loyalty to her staff 
and concern for their welfare. She was 
tireless in her efforts to ensure the 
Christian development of each girl and 
to provide the best possible educational 
opportunities to fit them for life beyond 
school.

Alison Batten (Buxton 1942) On 4 May 
2020. Past President of the Alumnae 
Association. Daughter of Rita Buxton 
(Neunhoffer 1914) dec. Mother of 
Kristen Spokes (Batten 1965) and Marita 
Munz (Batten 1974).

Monica Brew (Hess 1946) On 8 May 
2020. Sister of Marie Hess (1943) dec 
and Bernadette Horigan (Hess 1953) dec. 
Mother of Christine Pittman (Brew 1971), 
Gen Rawling (Brew 1974) and Mandy 
Carroll (Brew 1976).

Kathleen (Kay) Cole (Kelly 1944)  
On 19 February 2020. Sister of Fay 
Corson (Kelly 1945) dec.

Eleanor Jane (EJ) Cotchett On 4 April 
2020. Daughter of Kitty Cotchett (1937) 
dec. Sister of Mary Ann Read (Cotchett 
1968), Joanne Falconer (Cotchett 1971) 
and Patricia Zeimer (Cotchett 1974) 
Sister-in-law of Annette Cotchett (past 
parent). Aunt of Clare Read (1995), Alison 
Read (1998) and Ruby Cotchett (2015).

Cecily Crawford (Rennick 1936)  
On 27 July 2020. Mother of  
Elizabeth Lowe (Crawford 1960) and 
Marian Crawford (1966).

Cecily Crawford died at her home at 
Balnarring Beach on the Mornington 
Peninsula on 27 July 2020 at the age of 
101. Cecily was the mother of five children. 
Tim, Rick and Julian attended St Kevin’s 
and Elizabeth (Lowe 1960) and Marian 
Lowe (1968) also attended Sacré Cœur. 

At Sacré Cœur, which Cecily was able to 
walk to from her home in Wandeen Road, 
Glen Iris, she showed a particular flare 
for languages, French, German and Latin 
and made lifelong friends with Mary 
Hauser (Davies 1934) and Leonie Weiss 
(Dunster 1936). She was a Blue Ribbon 
and received her E de M medal. 
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After leaving school, Cecily went to 
Secretarial College where she easily 
mastered shorthand, typing and 
bookkeeping which came in handy 
when she found herself supporting five 
children at the age of 31. Cecily obtained 
a job at The Lawn Tennis Association 
of Victoria at Kooyong where she 
worked for seventeen years. In 1963, 
demonstrating her trademark calm 
self-assurance and capability she was 
appointed the first woman Secretary 
of the Association — an exceptional 
appointment at that time. 

Cecily retired to Balnarring Beach in 
1982. Among her first acquisitions were 
a combustion stove and solar panels. 
She was a conservationist long before 
many others grasped the concept. 
Retirement brought the gift of time — to 
walk on the beach, enjoy the company of 
neighbours and entertain friends and her 
growing tribe of grandchildren. 

Cecily’s long life was a testament to her 
faith and her passionate belief in the 
value of education. She possessed great 
strength of mind, sophistication without 
pretension, dignity, grace and a beautiful 
smile which will always be treasured by 
her friends and many descendants who 
remain in awe of the achievements of 
their much-loved mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother.

Elizabeth Lowe (Crawford 1960) and 
Marian Crawford (1966)

Patricia Downey (Rennick 1943)  
On 18 July 2020. Sister of Elizabeth 
Willis (Rennick 1959). Mother of 
Rosemary Downey (1970), Margaret 
Downey (1978), Helen Mackarness 
(Downey 1979) and Katrina Downey 
(1985). Grandmother of Ella Randles 
(2019).

Patricia Downey (1943) was dedicated 
to Sacré Cœur and the Alumnae 
Association and had a lifelong 
admiration for the nuns.

Patricia started her schooling as a 
weekly boarder at the age of seven or 
eight, setting off from Box Hill on board 
a little bus carrying nine passengers. 
And, in her words, “so began my long 

and happy time at Burke Road”, the 
same school that her mother had 
attended, as did her much loved younger 
sister, Elizabeth. The school instilled in 
Patricia a love of learning, reading and 
music, in particular, playing the cello. 
In her final year at school, she won the 
joint exhibition for string playing in the 
Matriculation examination — in other 
words, she and another student came 
top in the state.

She continued her studies at the 
Conservatorium of Music at the 
University of Melbourne. Later, from 
middle to old age, she joined a group 
of friends to play chamber music, from 
which she derived enormous pleasure.

It was in the cafeteria in her first 
year of University that Patricia first 
met her future husband, Esmond 
Downey. Together they became loving 
parents of eight children. They also 
had 15 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Her four daughters, 
Rosemary, Marg, Helen and Trina were 
all educated at Sacré Cœur, as was her 
granddaughter, Ella.

Throughout her life, Patricia was a 
passionate reader and later on, became 
an avid Scrabble player. Never to be left 
behind, in her late eighties, she engaged 
her own weekly personal trainer, became 
adept with an iPad, and even embraced 
online shopping.

The last few months of Patricia’s life 
were spent at Cresthaven Aged Care 
Home where she received beautiful 
care, for which our family owe the staff 
enormous gratitude. She loved the few 
months she spent there, stating that 
they reminded her of being at Boarding 
School.

Patricia was a kind, gentle and loving 
person with a very strong faith which 
carried her through difficult times. This 
faith was nurtured by her years at Sacré 
Cœur the community and by the many 
friends she made there, with whom she 
remained close throughout her life. 
Elizabeth Wills (Rennick), Rosemary 
Downey, Marg Downey, Helen 
Mackarness (Downey) and Trina Downey

Elsa Galbally (1977) On 12 June 2020.

Anne (Colette) Hickey (1960) In August 
2020. Sister of Jennifer Hickey (1954).

Bettye Kamevaar (Bowler 1953) 
On 20 August 2020. Sister of Joan 
Trescowthick (Bowler 1946) and Sue 
Bowler (1958).

Dr Jane Orton (Hayes 1962)  
On 3 February 2020.

Patricia Thomas (1976) On 13 December 
2019. Former Alumnae Committee 
Member. Sister of Anne Wallington 
(Thomas 1979), Elizabeth Thomas (1980) 
and Christine Shearer (Thomas 1987). 
Aunt of Joanne Cooper (Wallington 2004) 
and Lucy Wallington (2009).

Susan White (St Clair 1958)  
On 8 November 2020.

Marjorie Younger (Clohesy 1940) 
On 20 June 2020.



Helen McCormack (Davey 1963) 
welcomed granddaughter Veronica 
McCormack on 6 July 2020. A sister for 
Winifred.

Eliza Bergin (1991) and John Rigall 
welcomed Louis Bergin-Riggall on 24 
March 2020 in Adelaide. Louis is the 
grandson of Kerry Bergin (Feely 1960).

Patricia Bulkeley Williams (1994) and 
Husband Ian Kendall welcomed David 
Williams Kendall on 20 May 2020 in 
Warwickshire, UK.

Claire Smale (staff) and Damian 
welcomed Georgina Isabel Smale on 
12 July 2020. A sister for Hayden and 
Josephine.

Kate Monagle (2009) married Brendan 
Backhouse on 30 November 2019 
at Lancemore Lindenderry Red Hill. 
Sisters Laura Monagle (2009) and Sarah 
Monagle (2011) were bridesmaids.

Laura Monagle (2008) married Dan 
Dinola on 7 March 2020 on a private 
property in Forrest, Victoria. Sisters Kate 
Monagle (2009) and Sarah Monagle 
(2011) were bridesmaids.

We 
Celebrate

Sandy Lin (Music Staff) and Daniel Lane 
were engaged on 7 December 2019.

Bridget Vinning (2006) married Daniel 
Leask on 9 May 2020 at Churchill in 
Taradale, Victoria.

Lyn O’Brien (staff) and Mark welcomed 
Evie Grace O’Brien on 14 July 2020.

Denise Pitney (Prendergast 1946) 
welcomed great-granddaughter Alice 
Pitney on 25 June 2020.

Erica Russell (staff) and husband 
Cameron welcomed Jamie William 
Russell on 7 February 2020.

Charlotte Taylor (Power 2006) and Henry 
Taylor welcomed Oscar Charles Taylor 
on 30 April 2020 in Geneva, Switzerland.

Sophie Jackman (Vinning 2000) and 
Husband Matt welcomed Tilly (Matilda) 
on 30 January 2020. A sister for Lucy. 
She is the granddaughter of Liz Vinning 
(Hoy 1969).

Charlotte Joslin (Packwood 2004) and 
Jack Joslin welcomed Ella Lucy Joslin 
on 26 July 2020. A granddaughter for 
Teresa Packwood (Moore 1969).

Emily Korda (Ellis-Czerkaski 2007) 
and husband Tim Korda welcomed 
Max Korda on 5 March 2020. He is the 
Grandson of Louise Ellis (1978).

Rachel Natoli (Garlepp 1994) and husband 
Dane Natoli welcomed Grace Abigail 
on 20 July 2020 in Whistler, Canada. 
A granddaughter for Gabrielle Garlepp 
(O’Brien 1979) and niece for Oliva Garlepp 
and (2007) and Eliza Garlepp (2014).
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We 
Congratulate
Congratulations to the members of our 
Sacré Cœur alumnae who have been 
recognised with Australia Day and 
Queen’s Birthday honours in 2020.

Australia Day Awards
Jane Turner (1978) 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) 
For service to the performing arts as a 
writer, actor and comedian.

We 
Welcome

Patricia O’Donnell (1962) dec. 
Member of the Order of Australia (AM) 
For significant service to the community 
through a range of roles.

Noeline Duff (1976) 
Public Service Medal (PSM) 
For outstanding public service to local 
government in Victoria.

Queens’s Birthday Awards
Prof Esther Charlesworth (1981) 
Member of the Order of Australia (AM) 
For significant service to architecture, to 
education, and to the community of the 
Asia Pacific region.
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Stephanie Alexander Year 5 
Grandmother Moya Turnbull (Konig 
1962)

Emma Arbuthnot Year 11 
Mother Carrie Arbuthnot (Hely 1982)

Pippa Bottrall Year 11 
Mother Paula Laverty (1989)

Coco Bourke Year 8 
Abbey Bourke Year 10 
Lilli Bourke Year 12 
Mother Elisha Bourke (Arthur 1993) 
Aunt Rebecca Dann (Arthur 1986) 
Aunt Felicity McLean (Arthur 1997)

Grace Bracken Year 7 
Mother Jane Bracken (Doyle 1995)

Lexie Branagan Year 8  
Aunt Helen Bourke (Branagan 1974)

Bonnie Buxton Year 4 
Ella Buxton Year 8 
Mother Danielle Buxton (Hely 1993) 
Aunt Carrie Arbuthnot (Hely 1982) 
Aunt Shelley Fagan (Hely 1984) 
Aunt Angeline Donoghue (Hely 1986)

Emily Callinan Year 8 
Mother Ali Callinan (Canny 1994)

Alice Carroll Year 7 
Aunt Melissa Joyce (1995) 
Aunt Eloise Hughes-Joyce (1997)

Isabella Chavarria Year 7 
Aunt Mavis Chavarria (2003)

Alicia Coburn Year 7 
Mother Melissa Coburn (Macken 1986) 
Aunt Chrissie Minahan (Macken 1981) 
Aunt Venetia Macken (1984)

Sophie Colquhoun Prep 
Mother Emma Fay (1994) 
Aunt Kelly Fay (Murney 1993)

Ella Cosgrave Year 7 
Mother Elizabeth Cosgrave (1986) 
Aunt Bernadette Deighton (Cosgrave 1981) 
Aunt Maddy Cosgrave (1980)

Anna Cullity Year 10 
Mother Genevieve Cullity (Croagh 1983)

Charlotte Daly Year 7 
Godmother Kathryn Dotter (O’Brien 
1985)

Alice Davies Year 4  
Rose Davies Year 5  
Mother Anna Davies (Mackay 1989) 
Aunt Sarah Mackay (1986)

Camille Demathieu Year 7 
Mother Lisa Demathieu (Ryan 1986)

Madeleine Denver Year 11 
Mother Bec Denver (Skinner 1989)

Mollie Dollman Year 6 
Mother Bec Dollman (Dwyer 1994) 
Father Marcus Dollman (Kindergarten) 
Aunt Kate Burley (Dollman 1989) 
Aunt Jacci Bristow (Dwyer 1996) 
Aunt Rebecca Dollman (1991) dec. 
Uncle Ben Dollman (Kindergarten)

Audrey Downie Year 9 
Aunt Samantha Downie (1988)

Charlotte Dyer Year 8 
Mother Juliet Dyer (Klarica 1996) 
Aunt Alenka Klarica (1990) 
Aunt Diana Klarica (1990) 
Aunt Brigette Scott (Klarica 1991)

Jemima Fay Year 8  
Charlotte Fay Year 9 
Mother Kelly Fay (Murney 1993) 
Aunt Emma Fay (1994)

Grace Fergus Year 11 
Mother Alison Murphy (1982) 
Grandmother Carolyn Ruddick 
(Barlee 1958)

Isabella Fewster Year 9 
Relative Anne Kelly (1962)

Genevieve Fitton Year 6 
Mother Susan Nott (1991)

Jade Foley Year 9 
Mother Roz Foley (Kelly 1989)

Kendra Galletly Year 12 
Mother Simone Douglas (1985)

Emily Harrison Year 2 
Aunt Jessica Bonnett (Harrison 1996)

Aimée Herington Year 8 
Ella Herington Year 10 
Aunt Jacquelyn (La Brooy 2004)

Emily Houghton Year 9 
Sophie Houghton Year 12 
Mother Clare Lethlean (1985)

Mary-Jane Hudson Year 7 
Harriet Hudson Year 9 
Mother Eloise Hudson (Stinear 1993)

Emma Hutchinson Year 7 
Mother Samantha Downie (1988)

Annabel Kelliher Year 8 
Edwina Kelliher Year 10 
Lizzie Kelliher Year 12 
Grandmother Lesley Kelliher (Magennis 
1958) 
Great Aunt Mary Magennis (1960)

Ashleigh Kermode Year 8 
Lauren Kermode Year 10 
Mother Andrea Kermode (Gomes 1991) 
Aunt Sharon Theuma (Gomes 1989)

Heidi Korff Year 8 
Great Aunt Michele Bryant (Stocky 
1963) 
Relative Katherine Hasvong (1996) 
Relative Sarah Hasvong (2000)

Elle Ktenas Year 7 
Mother Vicki Ktenas (Atziaras 1987)

Isabella Lahy Year 10 
Elizabeth Lahy Year 10 
Jessica Lahy Year 12 
Aunt Anne Hodges (Lahy 1980)

Liberty Lea Year 11 
Mother Jacinda Sadler (1984)

Gisele Luba Year 1 
Amelie Luba Year 5 
Mother Jyana Luba (Leembruggen 1998)

Unfortunately we were unable to celebrate our annual Generations at Sacré Cœur afternoon tea this year. It is a much loved event 
and we look forward to its return in 2021. We are proud that there are currently 106 students at the school who are daughters, 
granddaughters or nieces of Alumnae and 14 Alumnae staff members.

Generations at Sacré Cœur 

Eliza MacDonnell Year 9 
Aunt Susan Nott (1991)

Charlotte Mahon Year 9 
Steph Mahon Year 12  
Aunt Sophie Henry (Mahon 1998)

Tilly Marshall Year 6 
Madeline Marshall Year 10  
Mother Robyn Marshall (Wallace 1988)

Madeleine Martin Year 7 
Aunt Alicia Martin (1993) 
Aunt Justine Martin (1990)

Jazmine Marven Year 7 
Mother Penny Souhleris (1990) 
Aunt Ann-Maree Souhleris (1999) 
Aunt Jennifer Souhleris (2005)

Evie May Year 1 
Mother Krista Diez-Simson (1997) 
Aunt Laura Frost (Diez-Simson 1998)

Rosie McCormack Year 6  
Eloise McCormack Year 9 
Aunt Victoria Waight (McCormack 1991) 
Grandmother Helen McCormack 
(Davey 1963) 
Great Aunt Sue Galbally (Davey 1957) 
Great Aunt Marian O’Brien (Davey 1972)

Malia McDonald Year 5 
Mother Marita Hare (1989)

Ali McLellan Year 10 
Mother Sarah McLellan (Crack 1990) 
Aunt Anna Peters (Crack 1993)

Annabella McManus-Cowie Year 11 
Mother Madeleine McManus (1987)

Leila Mileo Year 8 
Mother Lou Mileo (Wilson 1982)

Dewi Millie Year 7 
Great Grandmother Eva Millie (KRB 1956) 
Great Aunt Jacqueline Crock (Bladin 
1949) 
Great Aunt Sandy Curnow (Bladin 1956)

Lara Monkivitch Prep 
Great Aunt Mim Monkivitch (Feely 1963)

Erika Muirhead Year 10 
Mother Karla Muirhead (Bastomsky 
1988) 
Grandmother Beatrice Bastomsky

Charlotte Mummery Year 10 
Alice Mummery Year 11 
Mother Jacquie Hogan (Mummery 1979)

Alice O’Brien Year 10 
Great Aunt Frances O’Halloran 
(Robbins 1962)

Millie Paice Year 7 
Ella Paice Year 10 
Mother Kate Paice (Merlin 1992)

Sienna Pavlovski Year 10 
Aunt Jacquelyn LaBrooy (2004)

Esther Pound Year 7 
Hazel Pound Year 9 
Mother Louise McInerney (1986) 
Aunt Kate Wilson (McInerney 1982) 
Aunt Anne Fahey (McInerney 1980)

Tara Prowse Year 10 
Cassandra Prowse Year 12 
Mother Michelle White (1986)

Cate Redman Year 11 
Mother Caroline Redman (Barratt 1986)

Allegra Reid Year 9  
Mother Marisa Reid (Galli 1983)

Molly Robinson Year 6  
Ella Robinson Year 7 
Mother Anna Robinson (Bergin 1990)

Kate Ryan Year 11  
Mother Gabrielle Ryan (Courtney 1982)

Ciara Savedra Year 4 
Mother Fiona Savedra (Vasta 1988) 
Aunt Jennifer Savedra (1993)

Georgie Seletto Year 9 
Grandmother Susan Leech (Miller 1960)

Kallista Selkirk Year 12 
Mother Meagan Selkirk (Young 1985) 
Aunt Vanessa Huxley (Young 1993)

Emma Smythe Year 9 
Mother Susie Smythe (O’Shannassy 
1984) 

Louise Snowden Year 9 
Aunt Margaret Snowden (1982) 
Aunt Frances Snowden (1983) 
Aunt Bernadette Snowden (1990) 
Aunt Kim Davie Snowden (1990)

Alex Thorn Year 11 
Mother Georgie Thorn (Grotjan 1988) 
Aunt Nikki McGrath (Grotjan 1985)

Jorja Toracki Year 12 
Aunt Olga Katsifolis (1983)

Maritsa Tripatzis Year 9 
Aunt Betty Kappadais (Tripatzis 1989)

Áine Tuohy Year 10 
Alannah Tuohy Year 11 
Relative Bernadette Toohey (2013)

Tilly Wajszel Year 3  
Maya Wajszel Year 5 
Mother Sally Wajszel (Connor 1998) 
Aunt Caroline Linford (Connor 2000)

Ruby Wallis Year 8 
Mother Tanya Wallis (Blazevic 1990)

Alice Warfe Year 10 
Mother Gabriella Warfe (Szeleczky 
1989) 
Aunt Andrea Szeleczky (1991)

Alyssa Whateley Year 7 
Rebecca Whateley Year 10 
Aunt Michelle Whateley (1990) 
Father Gerard Whateley (Kindergarten)

Lucy Whitford Year 10 
Mother Renee Whitford (Howard 1993)

Jenna Witts Year 9 
Carly Witts Year 9 
Mother Phillipa Witts (Lynch 1983) 
Grandmother Anne Lynch 
(McKenna 1949)

Alumnae Staff
Jenny Allen (1978)

Marian Andrews (1980)

Katherine Bryant (2002)

Janet Considine (1979)

Kelly Fay (1993)

Rebecca Long (1990)

Lara McCluskey (2016)

Rosie Modaffari (2000)

Therese Mount (2005)

Deirdre O’Grady (1991)

Zoe Poulson (1998)

Julia Stevens (2001)

Melanie Van Langenberg (2004)

Loretta Williams (1978)
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The Small Pleasures Fund lunch was 
held on Saturday 23 November 2019 
at Leonda and was a huge success 
judging from the noise level and 
excitement of chatter. Over 300 
women from the extended Sacré Cœur 
community came together to raise funds 
to benefit members of our alumnae 
community who may be experiencing 
life threatening or debilitating illness or 
injury. Over the last eight years, Small 
Pleasures has allocated $55,000 and 
assisted over 55 individuals and families 
within our community who are facing 
very difficult times. 

We are thankful that many of 
our recipients share with us how 
overwhelmed they are and thankful to 
be part of a loving and kind-hearted 
community. Sadly due to the current 
COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions, 
our annual lunch this year did not go 
ahead. Please follow us on Facebook 
for alternative fundraising options 
to continue your support and enable 
us to continue providing these Small 
Pleasures to our community.

If you, or someone you know, may 
be experiencing life threatening or 
debilitating illness or injury please 
make contact with us via email 
sc.smallpleasures@gmail.com

Small 
Pleasures 
Lunch 2019

Advancement Team

Our new Advancement Team, as part 
of the Community Relations Office, 
brings together the Sacré Cœur 
Foundation, Alumnae Relations, 
Facilities Hire and Archives.

In March 2020, days before the first 
COVID-19 lockdown, we were delighted to 
welcome Penny Richards Fowler to lead 
an already strong team as Advancement 
Manager. She looks forward to meeting 
you all when we can come together 
at the School again. Penny, Melinda 
Adams, Marian Andrews (Kaestner 1980) 
and Barbara Kowalski work together 
as the Advancement team which aims 
to recognise our past, connect our 
community and secure the School’s 
future. 

Our community is the heart of our 
School and includes alumnae, past 
parents, current families, donors and 
special interest groups. The Alumnae 
Relations program is led by Melinda 
Adams. Barbara Kowalski is the School’s 
professional Archivist, and manages a 
unique collection of items that trace the 
history of the School from the beginning 
until the present day.

Integral to the School’s Strategic Plan 
is ensuring that the School is equipped 
to advance and meet the needs of 
future generations. The role of the 
Foundation is to provide resources that 
safeguard the excellence and unique 
experience of a Sacred Heart education 
through donations to the Scholarship 
and Building Funds available for all 
our students. Fundraising has been 
and always will be an important part 
of securing the short-term and long-

term goals for our School. Through 
the Foundation, we aim to nurture a 
strong belief in philanthropy within 
our community. Marian Andrews is the 
Foundation Executive Officer and is 
also responsible for facilities hire and 
weddings.

Sacré Cœur Foundation

On behalf of the Foundation Board, I 
would like to express appreciation for 
the generous contributions from the 
Sacré Cœur community this past year. 
This has enabled us to continue to 
support the School with exciting building 
projects and to support girls to achieve 
their educational goals, throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The list of supporters on page 52–53 
recognises alumnae, parents, past and 
present parents, staff and friends of 
the School and I thank you all for your 
support. The Foundation is deeply 
grateful.

COVID-19 Bursary Appeal

The community has come together 
to ensure that Sacré Cœur families 
impacted by COVID-19 could continue 
the unique experience of a Sacred Heart 
education through the COVID-19 Bursary 
Appeal. More information is on page 28.

Building Fund

An immediate beneficiary of the 
Foundation Building Fund is the new 
STEAM building. You can read about 
the latest developments of this new 
facility on page 32–33. School fees and 
government grants do not cover the full 
cost of the on-going maintenance and 
development of educational facilities. 
The need for additional financial support 
is vital to the future of our School and 
the Foundation plays a role in making 
this possible.

Foundation Board Directors

The Foundation Board has welcomed 
two new Directors in 2020, John Longo 
and Paula Stephenson. Thank you to all 
our Directors for your time and expertise 
in supporting the School with care and 
compassion, and sharing in our vision 
and building for the future.

Once again I wish to thank all our 
wonderful supporters for making a 
tangible commitment to Sacré Cœur, 
ensuring that the excellent education 
the School has always offered will be 
maintained and enhanced. 

Daniel Kelliher 
Chair 
Sacré Cœur Foundation Board

Recognising our Past, 
Connecting our Present and 
Securing our Future

Marian Andrews,, Melinda Adams, Penny Richards Fowler, Barbara Kowalski
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Bequest
Estate of Margaret Mary Pauline Curmi 
— Memorial Fund dedicated to her late 
father Henri Curmi

Building Fund
Anonymous (2)

Arthur Family

Mr R & Mrs J Brady

Trevor Giacometti

Mrs M Nagayama & Mr M Nagayama

Mr P & Mrs P Rahilly

Mrs P Walsh & Mr P Walsh

Building Fund — Paver 
Campaign
Anonymous (7)

Mrs K Collins & Mr N Collins

Diez-Simson Family

Venita Dimos & George Foundas

Foster Family

Danielle Gleeson

Kehoe Family

Daniel P Kelliher

Mrs J Kennedy & Mr P Kennedy

Kate Knight

Melissa Macken and Family

McDonald Family

Mrs A Mileo & Mr R Mileo 

Ms J Moyse-Middleton

Ms A Murphy 

Pisegna/Milkeraitis Family

Gerard Rodrigues & Emma Dorward

Tedde Family

Angela Zong Family

Patrick Wu & Heidi Yang

Scholarship Fund
Anonymous (2)

Mrs Siobhán Fitzgerald

Dr Maggi Ryan

Scholarship Fund —  
COVID-19 Bursary Appeal
Anonymous (10)

Mrs M Adams & Mr C Adams

Mr G Alford & Ms L Croker

Ms M Andrews

Mr K & Mrs M Androutsopoulos

Mrs P Angus

Mrs C Arbuthnot & Mr S Arbuthnot

Arthur Family

Mr C & Mrs L Barbakos

Mr G & Mrs D Baxter

Mr G & Mrs S Campitelli

Mr J & Mrs V Chavarria

Mrs S Chesterfield

Mr T & Mrs K Ciurleo

Mr N & Mrs K Collins

Mr B & Mrs L Collison

Mr T & Mrs M Connors

Ven R Courtin

Mr K & Mrs R Crawford

Mr D & Mrs A Cugliari

Mr J & Mrs G Cullity

Mrs D Cutroni & Mr A Cutroni

de Rauch Family

Mr A de Sousa & Ms M Norton

Mr S Denton & Ms G Fitzpatrick

Mr L & Mrs R Denver

Mr A & Mrs J Desuyo

Mr A & Mrs K Di Conza

Mr P Doyle & Ms D Butcher

Mr C Edwards & Ms C Grayston

Mr R & Mrs N Eustace

Mrs J Falconer

Mr N & Mrs K Fay

Mr T Fergus & Ms A Murphy

Mr B & Mrs R Foley

Mr C Foo & Mrs K Malone

Mr J Fox & Dr M Buchanan

Mrs G Garlepp

Mr S Howard & Ms D Gavelis

Mr T & Ms C Giacometti

Mr M Ginnige & Mrs D 
Sembukuttiarachchi

Mr L Goodman & Ms F Roberts

Mr C & Mrs D Gray

Mr S Gribble & Dr A Bearzatto

Mr A & Mrs D Grizos

Mr B & Mrs C Hall

Prof G & Dr S Hanna

Mr B Hara & Ms R Dullahide

Miss E Hechle

Mr N Henderson & Ms J McCarty

Mr D Hochstrasser & Dr D Allen

Prof C Hutchinson & Ms L To

Mr M & Mrs J Hynes 

Mr P Jacquot & Ms P Wilson

Mr A James & Mrs R Jacob

Mr D & Mrs A Kelliher

Mr P & Mrs J Kennedy

Mr M Khajehalijani & Mrs H Khayatian

Dr V Kinkela & Ms I Brumen

Ms A Kusiak

Mr B & Mrs D Lazaris

Mrs B Leach & Mr D Leach

Mrs C Lethlean

Ms C Lethlean

Mrs K Lewis & Mr P Lewis

Mr B & Mrs K Logan

Mr J Longo & Ms R Santilli

Mr R & Mrs J Lucarelli

Mr S & Mrs K Lucas

Mr T & Mrs M Lyons

Mr J & Mrs A Madytianos

Mr M & Mrs S Mahon

Ms M Manalac

Mr S & Mrs C Manning

Mrs A Masters & Mr G Masters

Mr N May & Ms K Diez-Simson

Mrs J McCabe & Mr D McCabe

Mr J & Mrs D McDermott

Ms M Medaris

Ms E Miles

Mr D & Mrs M Moffat

Ms N Mollard

Mr A & Mrs C Muller

Mr D & Mrs A Murray

Mrs M Nagayama & Mr M Nagayama

Mr T Nguyen & Ms H Thai

Mr N & Mrs R Nocom

Mr S & Mrs R O’Connor

Mr G & Mrs D Orbell

Ms I Papageorgiou

Ms J Parsons

Mr M & Mrs A Passmore

Mr S Peka & Ms C Huet-Peka

Mr A Plunkett

Mr A & Mrs K Polson

Mr J Raouzeos & Ms G Potiris

Mrs M Reid & Mr E Reid 

Mr P Rhoden

Ms P Richards Fowler & Mr T Fowler

Mr M & Mrs A Rodrigues

Dr S Rosalie & Mrs S Hurree-Rosalie

Sacré Cœur Alumnae Asociation

Mr B & Mrs P Santamaria

Mr D & Mrs K Saul

Mr J & Mrs F Savedra

Mr G Scull & Ms C Dea

Dr S & Mrs M Shashyan

Mr S Simpson & Mrs S Carletti

Mr H & Mrs E Siruelo

Mr D & Mrs S Smythe

Mr S & Dr N Stamatelos

Mr M & Mrs P Stephenson

Mr J Taylor & Dr H Bourke-Taylor

Mr M & Mrs N Templeton

Mr B & Mrs M Teychenné

Mr G & Mrs M Thompson

Mrs S Tipton & Mr D Tipton

Mr P & Mrs W Tjioe

Mr M & Mrs M Tobin

Mr C & Mrs P Tolley

Dr S Treleaven & Dr A Troy

Mr E Tuohy & Assoc Prof N Michael

Mr D & Mrs T Van Heer

Mr R & Mrs E Vinning

Mr D & Mrs N Visic

Mr H & Mrs S Wajszel

Dr G Walling & Mrs C Gifford

Mr D & Mrs T Wallis

Mr S & Mrs E Walsh

Mrs E Walters OAM

Mr D & Mrs R Ward

Dr D & Mrs H Watkins

Mr J & Mrs R Weaver

Mr N & Mrs R Wijemanne

Mr S & Mrs Y Wong

Mr M Wong & Ms J Lin

Mrs J Wong & Mr P Wong

Mr Y Wu & Ms L Yang

Mr C Xue & Mrs L Ma

Dr Y Zhang & Mrs H Oh

Scholarship Fund — 
Kathleen McCarthy 
Bursary Appeal
Anonymous (2)

Estate of Alison Mary Batten

Hilary Charlesworth

Mrs S Fitzgerald & Mr G Fitzgerald

Rosemary Kelly

Mrs C Lethlean

Mr J & Mrs J McCarthy

In memory of Morva Kitson, alumni 
PCW

Mrs T Packwood & Mr J Packwood

John & Patricia Webb

Ms D J Wilson

Scholarship Fund —  
The Arthur Memorial Music 
Education Appeal
The Arthur Memorial Music  
Education Trust

Donors

1 July 2019–5 November 2020

Thank you to so many members of our School community who have supported 
Sacre Coeur in 2020.

Through your gifts, we are able to provide a Sacred Heart education for those that 
would not otherwise be able to afford one, and can continue the on-going maintenance 
and development of educational facilities.

Every contribution is valued and acknowledged, and all donations are tax deductible.
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